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Meet the Congo and Its Neigh- 
bors by John Gunther. _Illus- 
trations by Grisha. Here is the 
exciting story of this region, past 
and present; of the men who dis- 
covered and developed the area; 
of its politics, educational facili- 
ties, and agriculture; and its race 
relations and tribal customs. 
Ages 12 up.  10M505, $2.95 


Children of South Africa by Louise 
A. Stinetorf. Illustrations by Eva 
Watson. Here are 12 delightful 
stories of children of different back- 
grounds, from a young man in the 
veld and a girl in a plaster hut, to 
another who attends boarding school 
in Capetown, and two others who 
have an adventure in a diamond 
mine. Ages 8-14. 

10C741, $2.75 


Here Is the Veld by Attilio 
Gatti. Illustrated with photo- 
graphs. The author takes us on 
a tour of South Africa with his- 
tory and back d, through 
caves with painting, and 
Zulu ceremonies, to gold mines 
and modern Johannesburg. 
10H410, $3.50 


She Had a Magic by Brian O’Brien. 
Here is the story of Mary Slessor, 
Scot missionary who went as a young 
woman to the jungles of west Africa 
and, in forty years, became a legend 
that still lives today. This is the 
moving story of a gay and strong- 
willed woman and the full and satis- 
fying life she led as a servant of the 
Lord in the jungles. 

105667, $4.00 
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Meet Nerth Africa by John Gun- 
ther with Sam and Beryl Epstein. 
Pictures by Grisha. This is an in- 
troduction to 4 countries of con- 
temporary Africa: Tunisia, Moroc- 
co, Libya, and Algeria, with their 
lively assortment of peoples and 
problems. It includes historical, 
sociological, geogfaphical, and other 
background material. Ages 12 up. 

10M502, $2.50 


Children of North Africa by 
Louise A. Stinetorf. Illustrated 
by Frank Dobias. A splendid 
introduction to the northern 

of that great continent where 
civilization began. These 12 chil- 
dren are very like us and each 
other in their love of fun. Ages 
8-14. 100740, $2.75 


Here Is the New Africa by Ellen 
and Attilio Gatti. ReviseD. With 
photographs. The Gattis give us a 
thrilling tour from French Morocco 
through the Sahara and equatorial 
jungles to the Cape of Good Hope. 
On the way we meet many interest- 
ing people. Throughout is woven 
the history of Africa. 

10H434, $3.50 


Kalena by Esma Rideout Booth. 
Illustra E. Harper Johnson. 
This oer te of the old and 
new in Africa. It is the truthful 
and sympathetic portrayal of the 
heart of a girl, Kalena, who lives 
in a village in the Belgian Congo, 
in a ing world. 

- 10K162, $3.00 





“e For good background 
emu. ON the 1960 Mission Study Theme, 
pee choose these exciting books. 


mmaeeen §€=©Wembi, the Singer of Stories by Alice D. Cobble. Illustrated by Doris Hallas. This 
Bi) is a collection of 25 fables which are the most popular in Africa folklore, retold here 
for readers from 8 to 80. Told by Wembi, the elder of an African village, some of the 
parable-like tales are related to illustrate a moral and others just for the fun of it. The 
book, written by a former missionary to that country, gives insight into the food, 
customs, culture and beliefs of both ancient and modern Africa. 10W459, $2.75 


Meet South Africa by Jobn 
Gunther with Sam and Beryl 
Epstein. Pictures by Grisha. 
Interwoven with general histor- 
ical background are descriptions 
of gold and diamond mining, 
flora and fauna, tribal life, and 
the political scene and racial seg- 
regation. Ages 12 up. 
10M503, $2.50 


The Land and People of South 
Africa by Alan Paton. Illustrated 
from photographs. No one can 
write with more authority or under- 
standing of this great country than 
Alan Paton. We see the country 
with its beauty and its wealth, we 
learn of its history and its people. 
The author makes this fascinating 
land and its people come alive. 
10L240, $2.75 


The Lost World of the Kalahari 
by Laurens van der Post. This is 
a magnificent account of the author's 
journey into African desert and of 
his search—physical and spiritual— 
for the last remaining Bushmen of 
South Africa. The expedition itself 
is immensely exciting, but in its 
spiritual sense, it has meaning pro- 
found and long-lasting. 

10L376, $4.00 
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New Monogram for 
Associated Church Press 


This is the monogram, or 
trade-mark, of the Associated 
Church Press, a professional 
association of more than 150 
Protestant publications with a 
combined circu- 





lation reaching A 

more than 15,- 

000,000 families —————= 

and individuals, €; 
Beginning 

with this issue, 

“The Christian” P 

will include this 


monogram on this page, a 
symbol of an important rela- 
tionship of this periodical. 
The ACP holds an annual 
spring convention of member 
editors and publishes a bien- 
nial directory which serves as 
the “bluebook” for the Protes- 
tant press. Through ACP ar- 
ticles by top authors are syn- 
dicated for widest possible 
readership. Executive offices 
are in New York and plans 
have been put in motion for a 
special Washington, D. C., rep- 
resentative. 
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A Dedicated 


Awareness 


by Charles L. Woodall 


THOUGHT FoR TopAy: Surely the LORD is in this 
place; and I did not know it.—GENESIS 28:16 


Y FAVORITE cartoon about Lincoln shows 
M two tired, coon-hatted, Kentucky pioneers and 
a scroungy dog meeting on a bleak February morn- 
ing. One has asked, ‘“‘What’s new out here, neigh- 
bor?” The other replies, ‘““Nuthin’ a tall, nuthin’ a 
tall, ’cept for a new baby downt’ Tom Lincoln’s. 
Nuthin’ ever happens out here.” 

I served a small church in the town near which 
Tom Lincoln’s baby was born. With the perspec- 
tive of history, I know that God was causing great 
things to happen on that cold February morning— 
things of which the despondent pioneer was not 
aware. 

In the dark moments of discouragement I, too, 
have felt like he that ‘nuthin’ ever happens out 


Charles L. Woodall is pastor of McLemore Avenue 
Christian Church in Memphis, Tennessee. 
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here.” But then I realize that God is still work- 
ing out His purposes in life, and the fault lies in 
my own awareness of Him, or, rather, in my own 
unawareness of Him. 

In a sense, nothing ever happens to us unless we 
become aware of it. I remember stalking through 
the woods with an experienced woodsman listening 
for birds. He heard the songs of many birds that 
I have yet to hear. He had cultivated an aware- 
ness of birds—he was “tuned in” to them. 

Could we but develop a consecrated- awareness 
our lives would be filled with light and joy. God’s 
love envelops us, but we must respond to that love 
with an awareness of what it is. How rich our 
day will be if we “tune in” to God. 


PRAYER: Father, we know that we stumble through 
Thy world with clouded eyes that see not Thy prov- 
idential care. Open our eyes today that we may 
be aware of Thee, Thy love, and Thy grace. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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CHAPLAIN MAURY HUNDLEY, Jr., gives character guidance to troops in Mannheim, Germany. 


Compassion and the Military 


This is one of a series of articles relating to the 
various needs which are met through the Week of 
Compassion offerings among the Christian 
Churches. 


HE United States Military Forces are stationed 
ie seventy-six countries of the world. Ap- 
proximately three million men and women serve in 
the defense establishment, with a million entering 
the Armed Forces each year as a million are re- 
leased from active duty. 

What is happening to the character and person- 
ality of those who are called upon to serve their 
country in this vast military establishment? This 
is one of the major concerns of the Committee on 
Military and Veterans Services. 

The present and future of these young men and 
women should be of major concern to us all. 

Certainly the future attitudes and standards of 


T. J. Mattingly is chairman of the Committee on 
Military and Veterans Services and pastor of First 
Christian Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
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hy T. J. Mattingly 


our nation are being influenced right now by the 
experiences of this vast number of young people 
who, in their formative years, are living away 
from home ties in a strange environment, subject 
to the strongest temptations of man. 

If one of these young men or women in our 
military establishment were your son or daughter, 
would you consider it an act of emergency compas- 
sion to provide for him or her the Christian in- 
fluences in a strange land? 

Those who think of compassion only in terms 
of the “empty bowl” are taking a short-sighted 
policy. As much as the Week of Compassion em- 
phasis on the direct feeding of starving people is 
justified, we cannot help but feel that members of 
Christian Churches, knowing the needs of our own 
young men and women:in far places, will respond 
to this need within of the Week of Compassion 
concern. 

The need for these millions of young people is 
as great now as it has ever been. The morality 
problem is one of the most striking that our minds 
could conjure. 
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A Minister Describes a 
Ministry Which Is Supported 
Through the Week of Compassion 
















































The relationship of these young men and women 
with the nationals in the far areas of the world 
presents a problem that is greater than our minds 
can comprehend. 

The inherent evil of the situation lies not merely 
in the moral realm. One of God’s commandments 
is being widely broken and Christian moral stand- 
ards flagrantly disregarded. 

We face the social and religious consequence as 
well because of the problem of orphans born out of 
wedlock. At least five thousand of these orphans, 
who are Caucasian-Mongolian or Negro-Mongolian, 
will eventually be forced to face a hostile world 
either in the Far East or in the United States. 

Not so widely recognized is the problem of 
mixed marriages. Some men, under the pressure 
of their isolation and loneliness, decide to marry 
and often it is to unfortunate and immoral girls 
or women. This happens despite the fact that both 
parties have to be medically examined, inter- 
viewed by the chaplain and by the commanding 
officer, and must secure written permission of his 
own family if he is under twenty-one. 

Problems such as these are facing our military 
people in the seventy-six countries where they 
serve. To detail the moral and spiritual implica- 
tions for the men and women in the foreign lands 
would simply tend to highlight the need for con- 
tinuing Christian service among our Armed Forces 
personnel. 

The problem of dependents, boys and girls and 
wives of servicemen in foreign lands, constitutes 
a major emphasis of the Committee on Military 
and Veterans Services in its larger relationship 


—Air Force Photo 

At religious instruction classes, Chaplain (Capt.) James 

L. Willfams talks to a group of Disciples on the History 
of the Church. 
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—U.S. Navy Photo 


Chaplain C. Howard acquaints Navy wife with rights 
and benefits of Navy men and their dependents. 


to an interdenominational agency known as the 
General Commission on Chaplains and Armed 
Forces Personnel. 

With a small amount of the Week of Compas- 
sion money, we are helping to develop Sunday 
schools, to send religious education workers to as- 
sist the Women of the Chapel to organize them- 
selves into Christian areas. Daily vacation Bible 
schools are being formed and men’s organizations 
within the Chapel confines are coming into exist- 
ence. The three hundred thousand dependents of 
men serving in foreign fields constitute a real chal- 
lenge to the total Christian church in the light of 
today’s world. 

It is the feeling of the Committee on Military 
and Veterans Services that much depends on 
whether or not the Christian Church is able to 
establish, maintain and expand its witness among 
these men and women in our military establish- 
ment. 

Chaplains estimate that probably 15 per cent of 
the men they serve have integrity and remain 
loyal to the Christian standards they profess. An- 
other 15 per cent is probably incorrigible, with no 
moral standards, whether at home or overseas. 
The concern is for the great “middle class” of 70 
per cent that can be saved or lost. 

The chaplains are doing a magnificent work. It 
is up to the churches at home in these times to do 
all they can to provide the Christian community 
wherever their sons or daughters may be serving. 

Remember they are serving not through choice 
but because conditions in our world necessitate 
this large defense establishment. Their future 
is in your hands. 

As you give to the Week of Compassion you give 
to help spread the witness for Christ into seventy- 
six areas of the world that the Christian com- 
munity may be maintained. 
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Not Again! 


HE spring of 1933 was a good time to 

tour Italy. It was vacation time in the 
German universities and our hearts were 
young and gay. Of course we had witnessed 
the celebration in honor of Adolf Hitler’s 
rise to the throne, on January 30, but it was 
mostly marching and music. Foreigner and 
native alike were non-philosophical about the 
future. 

The first of many jokes that appeared ran 
something like this: 

Mr. Zimmerman went to Hitler and com- 
plained that he had not received all the bene- 
fits the Nazis had promised to deliver. 

“What did you say your name was?” asked 
the Fuehrer. 

“Zimmerman,” was the reply. 

“Ach! Herr Zimmerman,” shouted Hitler. 
“Be patient. We are not to the ‘Z’s’ yet. 
We are only down to ‘F,’ flags, fun and festi- 
vals.” 

This was the spirit of the times. There 
had been talk of persecution, but we had seen 
none. We were ill-prepared to re-enter the 
Germany we had left three weeks before. 

On the university bulletin board was a 
notice that Professor Hermelink would not 
lecture the second semester. (He belonged 
to the wrong political party.) Later, when 
no substitute could be found a notice stated 
that: “Mr. Hermelink will give the church 
history lectures during the summer semester 
instead of Professor Hermelink.” 

There was no notice of Professor Jacobson’s 
class in Hebrew. Professor Jacobson was 
dead. He had thrown himself under a train, 
leaving a wife and a family of small children. 
He was Jewish and, of course, unqualified to 
teach Hebrew in such a civilized place as the 
Third Reich! 

Those days are gone. It would help little, 
if we were to document the endless cases of 
death and persecution, both physical and 
mental. If you ever stand in the gas cham- 
ber at Dachau, now cold and empty, as we 
have done, you will resolve never to promote 
or support a majority movement which as- 
sumes that the minority has no rights. It 
took a war to guarantee such rights, 1938- 
1945. . 

Where are those rights now? These im- 
mediate months will tell whether they have 
disappeared. Once more the swastika has 
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appeared. It is not the rising sun on every 
picture post card, as it was in Hitler’s day. 
But the swastikas on walls, on churches, on 
tombstones and the accompanying epithets 
cannot be dismissed as the pranks of in- 
nocent schoolboys. 

This time isolated instances were recorded 
at the same time in East Germany and West 
Germany, France, England, Canada and the 
United States. 

Some of the Germans who have been ap- 
prehended would have been less than ten 
years of age when World War I ended. 
They know nothing of Hitler because there 
has been a concerted effort to keep the past 
buried. Now the fruits of that policy are 
being harvested. We once had some harsh 
words with a dear friend in Germany on this 
issue. He defended the silence. 

Yes, it has broken out in America—in 
America, where no restriction has ever been 
placed on teaching the gospel of Christ. 

Not all of it has waited for the leadership 
of the modern German hoodlums. A few 
weeks ago, a newspaper reporter asked some 
questions in a community where a lynching 
had taken place as to why no one had been 
prosecuted for the deed. The consensus was 
that it would be embarrassing to the commu- 
nity if a trial were held. 

So far as man’s relationship to his fellow 
man is concerned, this is a universal rela- 
tionship, and God’s love knows no bounds. 
Of course each one lives in a geographical 
territory and builds up loyalties and con- 
cerns, but these must be constrained by 
Christ. 

We are concerned for the Germans. We 
know them through intimate association. We 
are convinced that the present West German 
government, at least, will deal speedily and 
harshly with this issue and stop it. 

We are concerned with America. Many 
of the European handicaps to a free practice 
of New Testament principles of human fel- 
lowship are present here. The majority, be- 
ing white, Protestant and Christian, is alto- 
gether too lethargic regarding current smear 
campaigns against Jews, Roman Catholics 
and the colored races. Tempers flare. 

Too many justify their own prejudices by 
pointing out how much worse those of the 
other fellow are. Logic, politics and econom- 
ics replace religion. But Luke 10:37 is still 
in the New Testament. 
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Before You Join That Suburban 


Church, Do Some Praying and Thinking 


Is Suburban Theology 


RE you, like tens of thou- 
A sands of Americans, moving 
to the suburbs? Or have you al- 
ready moved to that new split- 
level or ranch-style house? 

If so, will you take your the- 
ology with you? 

You may not discuss the Nicean 
creed with a neighbor as you 
barbecue spare-ribs on your out- 
door grill. You may never pon- 
der neo-orthodoxy as much as the 
advantages of a “second car,” 
but will your theology change 
along with your residence? 

What do you believe, anyhow? 

And where will you go to 
church now? 

Probably you intended origi- 
nally to leave your membership 
with the downtown congregation 
where your family had been mem- 
bers for five or six years. Prob- 
ably you expected to continue 
your attendance there. 

You soon discovered, however, 
that driving four miles to town 
on Sunday morning, circling the 
block five times for a parking 
space, and then being ten minutes 
late for the service was a chore. 
It was a frustration, as well, and 
it made one miss thirty minutes 
extra sleep. 

You hadn’t thought much about 
that small new church being 
erected on the next road until 
your son wanted to join the Cub 
pack being organized there. It 
was a _ different denomination 
than that of your downtown 
church, but after all, you rea- 
soned, Boy Scouts are the same 
everywhere. 

When you were in the hospital 
for minor surgery, the young 
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minister of the suburban church 
stopped in to say, “I’m your 
neighbor, just thought this was a 
good time to get acquainted. 
Come and visit our church some- 
time.” 

“Such a nice man and it was 
quite considerate of him to say 
he was our neighbor rather than 
our minister. I wouldn’t mind 
hearing him preach someday. Met 
his wife at PTA, too; they seem 
like such a fine family.” Does 
your reasoning go this way? 

So you take your family to the 
suburban Sunday school, and you 
still manage an extra forty-five- 
minute morning snooze. Every- 
one is friendly, and many of the 
members are your own neighbors. 
You feel it’s a real community 
church. 

Your children love their Sunday 
school teacher. You receive the 
church newsletter weekly. You 
are called upon by the minister 
and by a young couple from the 
church’s evangelism committee. 

On Easter Sunday your family 
places their membership with the 
new congregation. 

There are hundreds of cases 
which vary only slightly from 
your own. 

When the Johnstons moved 
from the Midwest to settle in the 
suburbs of a metropolitan area, 
they looked for a Free Methodist 
congregation similar to the one 
they had attended in Illinois. 
There was no Free Methodist 
Church in the new area, but the 
young children soon attended the 
vacation Bible school of the new 
Baptist Church. After the min- 
ister expressed interest in the 
family, and called regularly on 





Mrs. Johnston at the hospital 
when her new baby arrived, the 
adult members of the family were 
immersed and became members 
of the South Hills Baptist Church. 

The Masons, on the other hand, 
were active members of the First 
Presbyterian Church downtown. 
Harold Mason had been elected a 
trustee of the congregation and 
his wife served as superintendent 
of the Intermediate Department. 
When a survey was made by the 
denominational board and a need 
for a new Presbyterian church 
was discovered in the Bon Aire 
suburb, the Masons were faced 
with a dilemma. 

They had always been active 
in First Church; their roots were 
well-established downtown, al- 
though they had three years 
previously built a home and 
moved to the Bon Aire suburb; 
most of their close friends be- 
longed to the same downtown 
church school class. At the urg- 
ing of their minister, the Masons 
went with some reluctance to help 
establish the new Bon Aire con- 
gregation. Within one year, how- 
ever, the Masons found real satis- 
faction in accepting the challenge 
of working in a new church. 

Someone asked the Collins 
family why they had joined the 
Monte Vista Christian Church. 
They weren’t long in replying, 
“We liked the minister. He’d 
come and call, then stay and eat 
ham sandwiches with us. His son 
played softball with our boys. We 
liked the minister and his family, 
and we wanted to be a part of his 
church.” 

These answers, along with your 
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own, are those given a hundred 
times over as new families be- 
come part of new _ suburban 
churches. 


1. It’s near our home. 

2. Our children are part of the 
Scouts, Bible school or youth fel- 
lowship group. 

3. We like the minister. 

4. The people are friendly. 


Quite interesting, you say, but 
where does that Nicean Creed or 
neo-orthodoxy fit in to this pic- 
ture? 


This is exactly the point! 
Where does the Apostles’ Creed, 
or baptism by immersion, or the 
Trinitarian concept fit in to your 
choice of a new suburban church? 

How valid are our beliefs? Do 
they stand up against the fellow- 
ship appeal of strawberry socials, 
Brownies, a Little League ball 
team? 

There are three attitudes you 
can take toward the new suburb- 
an church. You can condemn; 
you can join; you can evaluate. 

It’s easy to condemn. Any 
church that varies even slightly 
in doctrine, from your own, can 
be said to be heretical. You can 
criticize the new suburban con- 
gregation; you can ignore its 
every attempt for community bet- 
terment; you can persistently re- 
frain from even polite conversa- 
tion with its minister. Your ani- 
mosity, however, will have little 
or no effect with the progress 
made on the construction of the 
new building. It will probably 
serve only to make you a more 
bitter individual. 

On the other hand, you may 
be quite tempted to “be a good 
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Joe and join.” Sign your name 
on the roll quickly, those men 
have the best watermelon feeds. 
After all, this is the way to build 
the “ecumenical church,” isn’t it? 
All for one and one for all, for- 
getting about denominational dif- 
ferences. It certainly is easy to 
do in a suburban church. 

But wait a moment. Can you 
be honest with yourself in ex- 
changing your. beliefs about 
baptism by immersion for blue- 
berry pie and ice-cream at a 
Couples’ Class meeting in the new 
church? 


As members of the Christian 
Church, it becomes extremely 
tempting to rationalize that if the 
new congregation is part of the 
Disciples of Christ, then it is to 
this place that the Lutherans, 
Methodists and Presbyterians in 
the area should come to worship. 
On the other hand, we may rea- 
son that Disciples from a down- 
town church should not forsake 
their own brotherhood for the 
new suburban Baptist church. 

Can we be unbiased 
decision? 

We can try. 


We can attempt to evaluate the 
advantages of a suburban con- 
gregation in contrast with those 
of the downtown church. We can 
look at the doctrines of the two 
churches, and in serious, thought- 
ful meditation attempt to dis- 
cover which offers for us as in- 
dividuals a real and vital faith 
for everyday living. 

We can talk with the ministers 
of both congregations about their 
church doctrines and background. 
We can investigate for ourselves 


in our 


the two church programs in the 
various age groups affecting our 
own family. 

We can read and become fa- 
miliar with the historical back- 
grounds of both churches. There 
have been’ outstanding men, 
Christian men, too, you may be 
sure, in both of these denomina- 
tional backgrounds. 

We can examine the situation 
as a family, trying not to be 
swayed by superficialities of “a 
girl I like in that youth group,” 
“softball team organizing down- 
town,” “the minister’s wife’s in 
my same suburban Woman’s 
club.” 

Each suburban family will 
make a choice. With new build- 
ings, modern equipment, it will 
become increasingly more easy to 
set aside former traditions and 
perhaps even basic Christian 
doctrines. What do you believe? 
How strongly do you believe it? 

Will you turn your back with 
resentment and condemnation on 
the Protestants building a new 
church in your area? 

Will you join the suburban 
church your first Sunday there 
because someone has invited you 
to a fish fry that coming Thurs- 
day? 

Or will you pause for serious 
moments of consideration and 
evaluation to discern what you do 
believe? And why? And how 
deeply? 

Perhaps, then, suburban the- 
ology will not go a-wasting! 





Bernice Hogan is the wife of 
Donald T. Hogan, minister of 
Oak Hills Christian Church in 


‘Butler, Pennsylvania. 
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Commission Approves 
United Church Charter 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—A final draft of 
the proposed charter for the two- 
year-old United Church of Christ was 
approved here by the denomina- 
tion’s 24-member Commission to 
Draft a Constitution. 


Dr. Gerhard Grauer of Chicago, 
commission chairman, said that the 
clergy and lay leaders revising the 
document considered “many hun- 
dreds” of suggestions and comments 
from the denomination’s churches 
and synods studying the constitution 
before completing their work. 

The revised constitution will be 
acted upon by a special session of 
the Church’s General Synod here, 
July 6-9. If approved by the synod, 
the document will then be sent to 
local churches and synods for rati- 
fication. 


If ratified by two-thirds of the 
Congregational Christian churches 
and of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed synods, the constitution will 
be declared effective by the 1961 
biennial General Synod in Philadel- 
phia. 

With more than 2,250,000 mem- 
bers, the United Church was formed 
in 1957 by a merger of the Congre- 
gational Christian General Council 
and the E & R Church. Boards and 
agencies of the two bodies are in 
the process of integrating. 


Graham in Ghana 


Accra, GHANA—More than 15,000 
persons heard American Evangelist 
Billy Graham here at the first 
Ghana rally of his 10-week African 
Crusade, which was launched at 
Monrovia, Liberia. 


Following the meeting here, 
which was held in a sports stadium, 
Mr. Graham was scheduled to preach 
at Kumasi, about 100 miles inland 
from Accra. 

Earlier, he announced he would 
not visit South Africa during his 
crusade because of that nation’s 
race segregation policies. “I think 
the apartheid policy of that coun- 
try is a terrible thing,” he declared. 


Banned Books 


RoMe—A revision of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s Index of Forbid- 
den Books is under consideration, it 
was announced here by Alfredo Car- 
dinal Ottaviani, pro-secretary of the 
“Sacred Congregation of the Holy 
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Office.” 

He told a group of priest-censors 
in Rome that complaints have been 
made that a great many of the 5,000 
books on the Index are out of date 
and that it is impossible to deter- 
mine why some of them were banned 
in the first place. He said, however, 
that the principle of “controlling” 
books considered morally or reli- 
giously dangerous to Roman Cath- 
olics will be retained. 


@ Birth Control Issues 
Harmony and Rhythm 


NEw YorK—Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop James A. Pike of California 
proposed a government “crash pro- 
gram” on birth control research in 
an effort to make the rhythm 
method “more reliable.” 

This, he said, would further reli- 
gious “harmony” in the United 
States. 

Speaking on a Columbia Broad- 
casting System television program 
called “The Population Explosion,” 
in which Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C., 
president of Notre Dame University, 
presented the Roman Catholic view, 
Bishop Pike called the birth control 
issue “divisive and unfortunate.” 

The rhythm method, which calls 
for continence during the wife’s 
periods of fertility, is the only means 
of birth control morally sanctioned 
by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Most major Protestant groups be- 
lieve that artificial birth control, un- 
der certain conditions, is equally 
moral. 

“Science may eventually help na- 
ture in this matter,” Father Hes- 
burgh said, “by either regularizing 
the cycle or making it possible to 
detect it more accurately. Couples, 
who, for serious reasons, would prac- 
tice continence during this fertile 
period would then be doing nothing 
against nature to frustrate nature 
and certainly nothing immoral.” 


In answer to questions that he 
said are always being asked as to 
why the Church doesn’t reverse its 
position on birth control, Father 
Hesburgh said that “we cannot re- 
verse our position because it is based 
on unchanging philosophical and 
theological principles regarding the 
nature and destiny of man, of mar- 
riage and of sexuality, too.” 


Assailing Segregation 


Buck Hitt FaA.is, Pa.—Clearly 
defined steps to end racial segrega- 
tion in The Methodist Church were 


called for by its Woman’s Division 
of Christian Service at the organi- 
zation’s annual meeting here. 

The request was in a memorial 
(recommendation) to be sent to the 
Church’s quadrennial General Con- 
ference, the denomination’s top law- 
making body, meeting in Denver, 
Colo., April 27-May 11. 


@ Niebuhr Sees Dangers ... 


Precarious Pacifism 


New YorK—Dr. Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, vice-president of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and a noted Prot- 
estant theologian, said here that the 
Christian pacifist theory of unilat- 
eral disarmament by the West will 
not solve the threat of nuclear war- 
fare. 

Addressing a midwinter meeting 
of the New York Chapter of Chris- 
tian Action, an interdenominational 
group of clergymen and laymen, Dr. 
Niebuhr said that “the trouble with 
nuclear pacifism is that it presents 
the possibility of sacrificing millions 
of people to let the Soviet win a 
victory.” 

The “guilt” of having to maintain 
nuclear armaments as a “provisional 
source of peace,” he said, is accept- 
able as an alternative to Soviet 
tyranny. He said the U.S. should 
continue the balance of nuclear 
power so that neither side will be 
tempted to start a war. 


Dibelius Will Retire 


BERLIN—Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
head of the Evangelical Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg, announced at a 
synod meeting here that he will re- 
sign from all church posts at the 
end of 1961. 

Now 79, the bishop, a long-time 
target of Communist attack because 
of his outspoken criticism of East 
Germany’s anti-religious policies, 
meanwhile made public what he 
called his “clerical last will.” 

In it, he stressed that the Church 
“must never surrender to worldly 
powers and must continuously re- 
sist the infiltration into its midst of 
the spirit of agitation and propa- 
ganda.” 

Bishop Dibelius also is chairman 
of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) and a 
co-president of the World Council of 
Churches. His resignation, he stated, 
will become effective immediately 
after the Council’s Third Assembly, 
slated to take place at New Delhi, 
India, in December, 1961. 
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Negro Crusader Maps 
Non-Violent Movement 


King’s New Campaign 


ATHENS, O.—Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., a Montgomery, Ala., pas- 
tor and well-known Negro integra- 
tion leader, announced plans here 
to enlist youth in a new “non-vio- 
lent movement across the South” 
for racial tolerance and desegrega- 
tion. 

He said boycotts and “other means 
of non-cooperation” would be used 
in some instances, though “just 
where and when I can’t say.” 

Dr. King, who led the successful 
Negro bus boycott against segre- 
gated seating on Montgomery buses 
in 1956, made the disclosure at a 
press conference after addressing 
nearly 3,600 students from more 
than 100 countries at the week-long 
18th quadrennial Conference on the 
Christian World Mission here. ’ 

He said more definite plans and 
goals for the new movement would 
shortly be formulated by the board 
of the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, of which he is 
president. 

The organization already has 
opened a joint drive with the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People to double 
Negro voter registrations in the 
South to 2,500,000 for the 1960 Presi- 
dential election. 


Dr. King left the pastorate of the 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 
Montgomery Feb. 1 and is now co- 
pastor with his father of the Ebe- 
nezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Ga. 
The move is expected to allow him 
more time to devote to the new 
South-wide campaign. 


@ Dutch Churchman Calls for... 
Recovery of Unity 


MANILA—Recovery of unity is “an 
imperative for all Churches and 
Christians,” Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, 
one of the top leaders of the Neth- 
erlands Reformed Church, declared 
here. 

Formerly director of the World 
Council of Churches’ Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, near Geneva, 
Switzerland, he was a leading Prot- 
estant participant in the Pax Ro- 
mana-UNESCO conference here to 
discuss the present impact of the 
great religions on the lives of peo- 
ple in East and West. 

Describing unity as “the funda- 
mental law of existence of the 
Christian Church,” Dr. Kraemer said 
that “in this light, disunity and un- 
disturbed resignation to it is a scan- 
dal that has to be removed, and 
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consequently the recovery of mani- 
fest unity is an imperative for all 
Churches and all Christians.” 

He said that although concern 
over the scandal of disunity and the 
necessity for manifest unity were 
already evident at the beginning of 
the 19th century, it was not until 
the establishment of the World 
Council of Churches that “anything 
of great importance or usefulness” 
happened in this respect. 


®@ Bishop Oxnam Anticipates ... 


Outer Space Missions 


BALTIMORE, Mp.—Methodist Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam of Washington, 
D. C., noting that religion as well as 
science is becoming concerned with 
the prospect of life on other planets, 
asked fellow Methodists here if they 
are ready to carry the gospel to be- 
ings elsewhere, in the universe. 

Speaking on Methodists’ mission 
in the Space Age, Bishop Oxnam 
concluded a week-long conference 
marking the 175th anniversary of 
Methodism in the -U.S. 

The bishop asserted that “funda- 
mental readjustments” in philosophy 
and theology will be demanded in 
the new age. “Before another 175 
years have passed,” he said, “we will 
have conquered space and come to 
know the thinking, the culture, the 
dreams, the problems, the limita- 
tions of the people who populate 
the great planets of the universe.” 


Honoring Schweitzer 


CLEVELAND, OH1I0—Western Re- 
serve University here has scheduled 
a month-long celebration of the 85th 
anniversary of the birth of Dr. Al- 
bert Schweitzer, famed Protestant 
medical missionary to Africa. 

Dr. Schweitzer, also a renowned 


organist, visited Cleveland in 1949 
especially to see, hear and play an 
organ in the Cleveland Museum of 
Art which has a Ruckpositiv divi- 
sion. 

The first of six university pro- 
grams honoring Dr. Schweitzer will 
be an organ recital of all-Bach mu- 
sic on the same organ. Other pro- 
grams will spotlight the octoge- 
narian’s religious, medical and hu- 
manitarian sides. 


Bowls of Hope 
Needed in Korea 


by William Gale 


Korea has never been able to pro- 
duce enough food to feed all its peo- 
ple adequately and the situation has 
grown steadily worse since the Ko- 
rean War. 

Today, six years after the fight- 
ing, there is still a’ hard core of 
about two million people who need 
help desperately if they are to main- 
tain themselves at a bare subsistence 
level. They are scattered from 
westernized Seoul to primitive and 
remote mountain villages which 
seem not to have changed for gen- 
erations. 

A way to help at least 75,000 
widely scattered victims of war and 
poverty has been found by the 
churches working together through 
Church World Service in Korea. 

This has been through the estab- 
lishment of féeding stations, each 
tailormade to fit the particular 
needs of its locality. One hundred 
and twenty such stations have been 
set up in various parts of the coun- 
try. 

In Seoul, one station on the 
grounds of a large missionary hos- 
pital near the Seoul Railway Station 
provides food for more than 700 
meagerly paid laborers and for 1,300 
indigent people living in shacks and 
tents in the area. 

One of the most encouraging as- 
pects of this program is that respon- 
sibility for it is shared by Korea 
Church World Service and the local 
Korean community and churches. 

The foods are United States sur- 
plus commodities donated by the 
American government and distrib- 
uted through funds given by Ameri- 
can churchgoers in appeals like 
Share Our Surplus and One Great 
Hour of Sharing. These funds also 
assist in erecting the feeding sta- 
tions and with fuel, labor and ad- 
ministrative expenses. 

Disciples assist in sending food, 
clothing, and other aid to Korea and 
other parts of the world where there 
is hunger and privation by sharing 
in the Week of Compassion offering 
Feb. 21-28. 
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AID COLLEGES 

ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Method- 
ist church members gave $8,092,- 
612 for current operation of their 
colleges and other schools last 
year, or nearly $1,000,000 more 
than in the previous year. 

This was reported by Dr. John 
O. Gross of Nashville, Tenn., 
general secretary of the Method- 
ist Board of Education’s Divi- 
sion of Educational Institutions, 
at the board’s annual meeting 
here. 

The money went to the 118 
colleges, seminaries, and other 
higher education institutions re- 
lated to the Board of Education 
in the denomination’s 1958-59 
conference year, said Dr. Gross. 


RIAL HONORS CITY 


New YorK—Warren, O., was 
selected from among 454 cities 
and towns through the country 
as the 1959 “Community of the 
Year” by Religion in American 
Life here, a nonsectarian organ- 
ization devoted to increasing wor- 
ship attendance at all churches 
and synagogues. 

Worship attendance increased 
an average of 12 per cent in the 
participating houses of worship 
in Warren. They included 24 
Protestant, three Roman Catholic, 
two Eastern Orthodox churches, 
and one synagogue. 


UNITY VS. UNION 


Catro—Patriarch Athenagoras 
of Istanbul, supreme leader of 
Eastern Orthodoxy, explained to 
newsmen here the difference be- 
tween “union” and “unity” of the 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
Churches. 

By unity, he said, is meant 
harmony, accord, conformity be- 
tween the two Churches, while 
union signifies their uniting into 
one. “A dogmatic union between 
the two Churches is impossible,” 
the Patriarch declared. 


NEIGHBORHOODS 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Churches 
were warned here by a missions 
executive that unless they take 
seriously the task of developing 
inclusive neighborhoods, “they 
will stand condemned as one of 
the most segregated institutions 
of our society.” 

Sounding the warning was Jon 
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L. Regier of New York, executive 
secretary of the National Council 
of Churches’ Division of Home 
Missions. He spoke before some 
600 delegates to the first joint 
assembly of the home division 
with the council’s Division of 
Foreign Missions. 


LEGAL GAMBLING 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Despite strong 
Protestant church opposition, 
Gov. David L. Lawrence signed 
into law a measure which will 
permit betting at harness races 
in Pennsylvania, subject to 
county-wide local option. 

The bill is the first break- 
through in Pennsylvania’s long 
ban against legalized gambling. 


MINIMUM WAGE 


RALIEGH, N. C.—Attorney Gen- 
eral Malcolm Seawell ruled here 
that church-related and other 
private colleges are not exempt 
from paying their employees the 
75 cents per hour minimum wage 
established under a new state 
law. 


BROTHERHOOD OFFICER 


New YorK—Don Hyndman di- 
rector of public relations for the 
American Bar Association, is na- 
tional chairman of community 
organizations for Brotherhood 
Week, Feb. 21-28, sponsored by 
the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews. 

His appointment was announced 
here by Miss Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner, actress and author, who is 
national chairman of the observ- 
ance. 

Theme of the 1960 observance 
is ‘“Brotherhood—Believe It— 
Live It—Support It.” Honorary 
chairman of the Week is Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, who has served 
in that capacity since 1953. 


FOOT IN DOOR 

ALBANY, N. Y.—A bill was pre- 
filed here calling on the 1960 
legislature to approve free bus 
transportation for parochial school 
pupils up to 15 miles from their 
homes. The present limit is eight 
miles. 


VALUED APOCALYPSE 


LONDON—A record $182,000 was 
paid at auction here for a 13th 
century illuminated manuscript 


copy of the Apocalypse (The 
Revelation of St. John the Di- 
vine) by a New York rare book 
dealer. 

The Apocalypse was purchased 
from the library of the late Dyson 
Perrins, a British manufacturer. 


SCOUTING COMMITTEE 


Houston, Tex.—Nine religious 
groups, including Christian 
Churches (Disciples), here have 
formed a Protestant Committee 
for Scouting to integrate church 
and Boy Scout programs more 
effectively. 

Headed by a layman with a 
minister as vice-chairman, the 
committee will meet four times 
a year to provide churches with 
information for work with Boy 
Scout units and explain scouting 
policies. 


GAINS IN USSR 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Religion is 
making gains in the Soviet Union 
and is having an increasing in- 
fluence on Russian youth. 

This is the report of a 27-year- 
old Soviet intelligence agent, 
Alexander Yurievich Kaznache- 
yev, whose defection from the 
Russian Embassy in Rangoon, 
Burma, last September made 
“cloak-and-dagger” headlines 
throughout the world. 

The Russian Baptists are in the 
best position of any religious 
group to take advantage of the 
increased interest in religion in 
the Soviet Union, Kaznacheyev 
said; although he described him- 
self as an “agnostic.” 


SMOKE BATTLE 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Meth- 
odist Board of Temperance an- 
nounced here that it has broad- 
ened its field of concern to in- 
clude smoking, in light of mount- 
ing evidence that smoking is 
harmful to health. 

The board is distributing free 
copies of the booklet “Should You 
Smoke?” issued recently by the 
American Cancer Society, point- 
ing out the research findings 
which link cancer and heart dis- 
ease to the frequency of smoking. 


S. BAPTIST LOSSES 

ATLANTA, GA.—Loss of Southern 
Baptist church members to other 
faiths and sects is “appalling,” 
Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of 
First Baptist church, Dallas, Tex., 
declared here. 

“We lose almost as many as we 
gain,” he told 6,500 delegates to 
the denomination’s first national 
Training Union Convention in 19 
years. “All up and down the 
religious highway we find the 
derelicts of our Baptist churches.” 
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THIS PROTESTANT CHAPEL, in a setting of sunlight, 


snow and trees, will accommodate worshipers at the 


Eighth Olympic Winter Games in Squaw Valley, Calif. 


February 18-28. 


Protestant Chapel Serving Olympic Winter Games 


Squaw VALLEY, CALIF.—A striking 
Protestant chapel will provide a 
place of worship at the Eighth 
Olympic Winter Games here Feb. 
18-28. 

The $140,000 project, known as 
the United Church of Squaw Valley, 
is being completed by the Northern 
California Congregational Confer- 
ence, which was delegated the re- 
sponsibility by the Northern Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Council of Churches. 

The chapel site, in an area which 
is accessible to the Olympic Area and 
also to the rest of the valley, slopes 
down to a small lake over which 
there is a view of the valley and 
the Olympic Area. 

When architects were directed to 
design the church they were asked 
to create a design in harmony with 
the site. The designers, John Lips- 
comb, George Killam and Richard 
Whitaker, associated with the ar- 
chitectual firm of Barbachano, Ivan. 
itsky and Watanabe of El Cerrito, 
were determined that the church 
should “reflect the sweeping grand- 
eur of the surrounding ridges and 


FEBRUARY 14, 1960 


valleys and also provide a simple, 
unencumbered structure as a place 
in which to worship.” 

The chapel’s walls are of stained 
glass, set in vertical timbers and 
the roof is a reinforced concrete, 
saddle-shaped shell. It is supported 
by buttresses placed at the low 
points of the saddle. The roof 
sweeps upward and out in a lofty 
rise toward the surrounding moun- 
tains. 

A 60-foot cross of sculptured 
aluminum stands before the church. 
Forming a right angle to the chapel 
is a large rectangular wing enabl- 
ing the church to carry out one of 
its principal intents—to provide 
space for “purposeful conversation.” 

The heart of the “converse” area 
will be a circular sunken fireplace 
with a suspended chimney. The 
church’s resident minister will be a 
skier who shares the interest and 
enthusiasm of the winter sports 
participants. 

The Congregational Church in- 
tends that the Church will be useful 


when Squaw Valley becomes a Cali- 
fornia State Park and an all-year 
resort after the Games. 

During the VIII Olympic Winter 
Games the United Church will hold 
at least three services on Sundays 
in addition to weekday programs. 
It is anticipated that evening prayer 
services will be held each night 
while the Games are in progress. 
The chapel will be dedicated this 
month after the Games have 
started. 

Financing of the church is being 
accomplished through grants from 
participating church bodies, dona- 
tions from individuals, foundations 
and other organizations. 

The Games are the first Winter 
Olympics held in the United States 
since 1932, when they were at Lake 
Placid, New York. 

It seems appropriate to many 
Protestant Christians that the beau- 
tiful chapel provides place for wor- 
ship and meditation—a significant 
witness to the importance of Chris- 
tian worship and fellowship. 
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R. MATT sighed with satis- 
faction. He had cleaned 

out all the pesky desk drawers 
except one and had managed not 
to stop and daydream even once! 

Actually, he didn’t really 
clean; nothing ever reached the 
wastebasket except pencil stubs 
and old grocery lists. He only 
made the motions to please Mil- 
lie in her orderly idea that every 
drawer in the house must be 
cleaned each February. After 
forty-five years of wedded life, 
Mr. Matt was willing to play 
along. 

He opened the last drawer and 
riffled the papers to see if there 
wasn’t something to throw away 
for appearances’ sake. Then he 
noticed the valentines—four of 
them, new, in envelopes. Sud- 
denly? he felt very young, remem- 
bering the old days when he 
taught country schools and sent 
unsigned valentines to the home- 
liest girls in the community! 

“Millie, oh, Millie!” he called 
excitedly. 

“Do you know what I think I'll 
do?” he exclaimed, when she 
paused in the doorway, a busy 
look on her face, her apron 
pockets bulging with dustcloths, 
neat gray curls escaping the 
scarf around her head. 

“T’ve no idea what you think 
you'll do, Mr. Matt! Tell me 
quick so I can get on with my 
closet cleaning.” Millie always 
called her husband “Mr.” because 
she was used to his students call- 
ing him that. Only when angry 
did she call him his proper name, 
Horace. 

“See these?” He indicated the 
bright row of valentines. “I’m 
going to send them—pick out 
four names from the phone book! 
You know, they could make the 
whole difference between a 
gloomy day and a gay one, for 
somebody. Wonder if I have 
four stamps.” 

“In the stamp-box,” Millie ges- 
tured. “It may turn out nice for 
the people, as you say, but you’ll 
never know one way or the other. 
Me, I always want to know for 
sure how things turn out. And 
if I don’t get to cleaning, that 
closet isn’t going to turn out 


14 (206) 


good at all! 

“T do hope,” she called, hurry- 
ing along the hall, “that you 
manage to cover at least the bot- 
tom of that wastebasket!” 

Mr. Matt grunted absently, 
then got the phone book and 
chose four names, closing his eyes 
each time and placing his finger 
on a name before opening them. 


Walking slowly and heavily up 
the lane for the mail, Helen 
Hadleson wondered if she would 
beat the shower ready to burst 
from the sky any minute. She 
hoped the twins would sleep un- 
til noon, and, guiltily, that the 
coming baby would not be twins. 
She was so tired! 

Her jobs, dishes, ironing, cook- 
ing, seemed endless, and the 
twins were at the demanding, but 
delightful, age of three. When 
she was honest with herself, she 
knew there was a deeper cause— 
the fact that Mike so seldom took 
time any more for a word of love, 
or silly jokes that were theirs 
alone. A farmer’s work was like 
a housewife’s—never done—and 
he worked longer since the baby 
was coming and part of the corn 
crop had been ruined by flood. 

At first she thought the en- 
velope addressed to her was just 
another bill. They had missed a 
payment on the washing machine 
and she expected a reminder, if 
not a notice that it would be re- 
possessed on Monday! 

When she saw the valentine, 
her heart thudded and her cheeks 
grew warm. Who on earth would 
send her a valentine? People 
just hadn’t, since she was mar- 
ried. Could it be Mike? 

“Tf you love me like I love you, 
on Valentine’s Day our dreams 
come true—” she read softly. 

Suddenly she knew Mike had 
sent it, to tell her he was sorry 
things were so hard for them 
just now. He couldn’t have put 
it into words, but she knew he 
hoped she’d understand that it 
was a sort of combination peace 
offering and symbol of better 
times to come. And she did un- 
derstand! 

Tucking the valentine carefully 
in her coat pocket, she looked 





across the wintry fields to where 
Mike was cutting brush. She 
waved gaily and he waved back, 
hesitantly at first, because they 
weren’t in the habit of waving, 
then happily. And she thought 
of cherry pie! It was Mike’s fa- 
vorite, and she hadn’t made one 
for ages. She’d surprise him 
with one for supper, and if she 
hurried, there might be time to 
fix her face and hair, too. 

A redbird fluttered in the hedge 
and she made a wish for happy 
days and strength to make them 
so. She didn’t feel a bit tired 
any more! 


Prudence Carpenter, home 
from the office, didn’t really ex- 
pect any mail, but she always 
made the gesture of looking in 
her box as all the other girls did. 
Most of them had mail regularly; 
some, like herself, got only occa- 
sional letters from home. But 
today she found an unsigned val- 
entine! 

Prue didn’t have a known ad- 
mirer. In fact, though she’d 
never revealed her awful secret 
to the others, she’d never had a 
real date in her life! She stood 
silently by the mailbox in the 
hall, staring at the hearts and 
lace, then tucked the valentine in 
her suit pocket and rushed up- 
stairs, to think alone about the 
valentine and what it meant. 

In her room, she took off her 
jacket, sat squarely down in 
front of the mirror and looked 
critically at herself, a thing she 
hadn’t done since, as a child, 
she’d overheard Aunt Mae re- 
mark, “Poor Prudence will al- 
ways be plain!” So, she’d always 
considered herself so. Her brown 
hair refused to curl, her eyes 
hesitated between blue and green, 
her figure lacked the lines of 
fashion. 

When Prue finally turned from 
the mirror, she had come to some 
definite conclusions. Her hair, 
if done by a stylist and rinsed in 
red, would be mousy no longer. 
And if she used eye make-up, her 
eyes could even be called pretty. 
She couldn’t add curves where 
there were none, but she could 


(Continued on page 26.) 
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International Uniform Sunday 


School Lesson, Feb. 21, 1960 


eS “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


Scripture: Acts 20:18b-21; 28-35 


HE person in need profits 
by the food, clothing and shel- 
ter that others provide, but what 
warms his heart and gives him 
courage to continue is some love 
and respect from his benefactor. 
If it is the Christian religion 
we are trying to give to another, 
very often he will not recognize 
or accept it at all if we try to 
give it without giving ourselves. 
In the lesson today we find 
Paul making some farewell re- 
marks to the elders of the church 
at Ephesus. He is telling them 
how they must work and conduct 
themselves as the leaders of the 
Christian group, and he sets him- 
self up as an example. We know 
enough about the life and work 
of Paul from the New Testament 
to recognize that this sermon has 
truth and not idle boasting. If 
our record ever compares in any 
degree with that which Paul left 
behind him, we need not fear to 
refer to it as an example of the 
way others ought to live. 

Paul was a Jew, but he never 
had any idea that the Christian 
gospel would be confined within 
the framework of Judaism. Many 
conscientious Jews who had be- 
come Christians in Palestine 
never conceived of Christianity as 
anything else but a fulfillment 
of the hopes of Judaism, for 
Jews. So, Paul had to suffer 
through many “plots of the 
Jews.” (Acts 20:19.) 

He did not “shrink” (verse 
20); neither did he avoid his 
tormentors. He testified “both to 
Jews and to Greeks.” (Verse 21.) 
Two things were at the heart of 
his message, repentance and 
faith. 
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This message has never been 
changed. The person who does 
not stand in the proper relation- 
ship to God must repent of his 
sins and'he must have faith in 
Jesus Christ as his Lord. And 
the Christian who has followed 
these steps is obligated to speak 
about them with humility, and 
through tears and trials when 
necessary. (Verse 19.) 

This passage of scripture gives 
us an idea of the responsibility, 
the tremendous and exacting re- 
sponsibility, which rests upon 
those who have been given spirit- 
ual leadership of the congrega- 
tion. Paul speaks directly to them 
in this sermon. Paul says that 
“the Holy Spirit has made you 
guardians.” (Verse 28.) The 
word “guardians” here is the 
same word that we translate as 
bishop or elder. Both the King 
James translators and the Re- 
vised Standards version give the 
word its intended interpretation 
by using the word “guardians.” 

Those who occupy this office 
must be “alert.” (Verse 31.) 
Paul had seen enough of the 
“fierce wolves’ (verse 29) to 
know that they would be lurking 
nearby to attack the flock when 
he left. They may have operated 
to some extent while he was 
there, but they feared Paul. Paul 
also knew experiences like that at 
Corinth, where internal dissen- 
sion arose, so he warned the 
elders at Ephesus that some 
“among your own selves” will 
arise “who will seek to interpret 
the faith.” 

Unfortunately, a great many 
elders accept or reject the office 
when the congregation wishes to 
give it-to them, solely on the 
basis of whether or not they can 





Self-Giving in C 


by the Editor 


say a prayer at the communion 
table. Judging from this mes- 
sage, the way the elder lives in 
the midst of the people and his 
willingness to speak a good word 
for Jesus Christ are the more 
important qualities. 

Paul speaks here about the way 
he supported himself (verse 34) 
and asked nothing of the people. 
In this connection he quotes the 
familiar words which we _ use 
often, that “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” (Verse 
35.) Actually, he must have 
been referring to the fact that 
he had accepted no financial help 
from the people in Ephesus. On 
another occasion, he reminded 
the church at Corinth that he 
“robbed other churches” by ac- 
cepting support from them “in 


order to serve you.” (2 Co- 
rinthians 11:8.) 
So, Paul commends __ these 


elders to God and “to the word 
of his grace.”’ (Verse 32.) I sup- 
pose he means here, the words 
about the love of God through 
Christ as they had been given 
to the church through the Holy 
Spirit. 

There is an “inheritance” for 
all those who come to God 
through Christ. The faithful 
servants ‘who are sanctified” can 
be built up through the word 
of God so that they may receive 
this inheritance. A great deal 
of theology has been made out of 
this verse, especially with refer- 
ence to the meaning of the word 
“sanctify.” It must be a neces- 
sary state of being for the fol- 
lowers of Christ, although we 
question whether it can be de- 
tected outwardly as easily as 
some seem to feel. 

Three qualities are seen in 
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in Christian Service 


Paul’s admonition. There must 
be a compassionate concern for 
people who need the gospel; we 
must be faithful in witnessing 
to the truth of the gospel itself; 
and we must be completely de- 
voted to the task, even if it 
means any amount of sacrifice 
of our personal safety and ease. 
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EVERAL Protestant leaders 

in America today share the 
anxiety expressed by Paul as he 
neared the close of his missionary 
career. All concerned Christians 
would do well to ponder it. For 
an effective witness for Christ 
demands a renewal of self-com- 
mitment and an outreach of 
Christian service. 


In his haste to reach Jerusalem 
by Pentecost we detect Paul’s 
eagerness to deliver the relief 
offering from the churches in 
Asia, Macedonia and Greece. His 
interest was not only to supply 
material aid to the proverty- 
stricken brethren, but also to 
establish a bond of fellowship 
between the Jewish and Gentile 
Christians. As in our own Week 
of Compassion offerings, sharing 
is an indication of brotherly con- 
cern. 

Weighing more heavily on 
Paul’s heart, however, was his 
anxiety about the future of the 
mission churches which he had 
founded and nurtured. This is 
reflected in his conference with 
the elders from Ephesus. The 
effectiveness of the church today 
depends so much on the willing- 
ness of Christians to stand to- 
gether and to give of themselves 
in Christian service. 


Through the experience of shar- 
ing some of us have learned to be 
compassionate. For many Chris- 
tians the quality of mercy is still 
an unattained virtue. Except for 
Paul’s memory the words of our 
Lord, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive,” might have be- 
come a lost beatitude. Not all of 






Meaning for Today 


by Herschell H. Richmond 


us have discovered its marvelous 
wisdom. 

The motivation to Christian 
service, however, does not spring 
from the acuteness of the needs 
of others. It arises from an 
awareness of our essential one- 
ness in Christ. It is prompted 
by an inner yearning to give of 
ourselves just as Christ gave his 
own life to save and redeem man- 
kind. 

It is this concern for self- 
giving which lies at the heart of 
the Christian faith. Only on this 
basis can the church exert an ef- 
fective influence on the life of 
our time. Informed laymen will 
recall how Elton  Trueblood, 
some years ago, pleaded with us 
to recapture the idea of the 
church as “a redemptive fellow- 
ship.” What was once a daring 
and courageous “fellowship of 
concern” has become, in our time, 
a timid and comfortable congre- 
gation of people whose greatest 
sacrifice is to warm church pews 
on Sunday mornings. 

Recently another prophet has 
arisen to challenge the American 
pattern of low-standard church 
life. In his book, The New 
Shape of American Religion, 
Martin E. Marty calls upon us to 
recover the integrity of church 
membership and the clarity of 
Christian witness by viewing the 
church as the “People of God.” 

What the church needs today is 
not so much a “program” as an 
“impulse” to take on the form 
of a “servant” for the redemp- 
tion of both persons and society. 
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Remodeled 


by Richard L. James 
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JUST INSIDE the entrance of the church is this bas- 

relief bust of Thomas Campbell sculptured by W. E. 

Garrison and presented to the Ahorey Church by the 
Disciples of Christ in 1939. 


ELEGATES to the World Convention at Edin- 

burgh in 1960 may wish to make a side trip 
to Ahorey, North Ireland. If they do, they will 
view a renovated and remodeled church with a new 
pipe organ. 

The Ahorey Church was served by Thomas 
Campbell for nine years before he came to Amer- 
ica in 1807. The area is full of interest to mem- 
bers of the Christian Churches not only because of 
its association with Thomas Campbell, but also be- 
cause the oldest son, Alexander, spent much of his 
early childhood there. 


After teaching school in the province of Con- 
naught and later at Sheepbridge, near Newry, 
Thomas Campbell was persuaded to attend the 
University of Glasgow in preparation for the min- 
istry. Twenty years of age when he entered Glas- 
gow in 1783, he remained for three years and then 
attended the Anti-Burgher school at Whitburn 
headed by Archibald Bruce. 

When finished with the five sessions of eight 
weeks each, Mr. Campbell submitted to the usual 
examinations necessary for obtaining a license to 





Richard L. James is pastor of Riverside Avenue 
Christian Church, Jacksonville, Florida. 
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END OF CHURCH which has been rebuilt in order 
to house the pipe-organ chambers. 


preach as a probationer in the Presbytery of Ire- 
land. 

His preaching began in churches in the vicinity 
of Sheepbridge and he augmented his income by 
teaching school. After several teaching and 
preaching experiences in the neighborhood of 
Market Hill, Campbell accepted an invitation to 
become the second minister for a newly organized 
church in the open countryside of County Armagh, 
four miles from the town of the same name. 


The church had been organized in 1786 and T. 
Campbell became its minister in 1798 to remain 
until his physician recommended a sea voyage for 
his health. Since many of his neighbors had al- 
ready sailed for America, Campbell also decided 
to view the new country. 

So it was that in 1807, he set sail from London- 
derry in the ship Brutus on April 8, docking in the 
port of Philadelphia after thirty-five days at sea. 

The journey from Philadelphia to the vicinity of 
Pittsburgh and the subsequent arrival of other 
members of the family to begin a movement which 
today numbers some 2,000,000 adherents are mat- 
ters of recorded history. 

Unrecorded in history books, however, is the 
beauty and charm of this area where Thomas 
Campbell began his ministry thirty-five miles 
southwest of Belfast. 


Alfred R. Scott is the present minister of the 
Ahorey Congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland. According to Mr. Scott, the congrega- 
tion has installed a pipe organ. In order that the 
church might conveniently accommodate the or- 
gan, the pulpit end of the building has been re- 
modeled. ‘ The structure is twelve feet longer than 
previously. 

Mr. Scott is doing work toward the Ph.D. degree 
in the field of church history at the University of 
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Dublin. His research theme is “Revival in North- 
ern Ireland, 1859.” He writes, “I am delighted to 
find some very helpful information on ‘the visible 
manifestations’ of the revival noted on page 99 
of the book [Garrison and DeGroot, The Disciples 
of Christ, a History]. 

“IT have a great interest in hymnology,” con- 
tinues Mr. Scott, “and am collecting hymnbooks 
with music with a view to increasing the interest 
in the musical part of worship.” 


When you go to the World Convention, you will 
have a chance to see this lovely spot in Northern 
Ireland for just a bit of effort. 

From Edinburgh to Glasgow is only a fifty-mile 
train ride from whence overnight passage by ship 
can be secured to Belfast. Get aboardship in time 
for dinner and arrive in Belfast next morning at 
seven. From Belfast via the Ulster Transport 
Authority, one may take a bus to Armagh, getting 
off on the way and walking about two miles to 
Ahorey. 

Or, for those who do not like to or are unable 
to walk, it is possible to rent a car in Belfast and 
enjoy the drive over excellent roads to Ahorey. 
If you can go “first class,” rent a car and hire a 
driver in Belfast and he will be more than willing 
to tell you about the country as he drives along. 


Travel in the British Isles is as convenient as it 
is in the U.S. In fact, for the person who wishes 
to make his own itinerary, it will be much easier 
than in the States, for the British have developed 
the art of putting directions on signs and maps 
to a greater extent than we do in America. 

London, for example, has a most complete sys- 
tem of maps at every important bus stop. There 
the literate tourist who likes to see the town by 
bus may find his way unaided. 

The British Railways offer a nine-day “guest 
ticket” for $24 third class and $36 first class 
which permits unlimited rail travel throughout 
Britain for nine consecutive days. One uses this 
ticket like a pass and gets on and off the train at 
will. 

This is certainly an economical way to travel 
from one place to another on one’s own, stopping 
where there is something of interest. 
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Education Assembly Is 
Widely Representative 


BLOOMINGTON, IND.—Adult educa- 
tion in churches was the discussion 
topic for the third biennial meeting 
of the Christian Education Assem- 
bly of Disciples of Christ Jan. 4-8. 


Eighty-four persons from 14 states 
attended the Assembly here and put 
in an average of 45 hours each in 
plenary and small group discussions. 


Mrs. Doris Demaree was re-elected 
chairman of CEA, which includes in 
its membership 30 ‘“members-at- 
large” representing local congrega- 
tions. 

The assembly includes five repre- 
sentatives of the state directors of 
Christian education, five directors 
for local congregations and profes- 
sors of religious education in col- 
leges and seminaries affiliated with 
the Disciples’ Board of Higher Edu- 
cation. 

A more complete report on the 
Christian Education Assembly will 
appear in a later issue of THE CHRIS- 
TIAN. 


Site Near 5th Avenue 
And 110th Street 


La Hermosa Land 


New YorK—The purchase of a 
building in the Harlem district of 
New York City marks the first major 
step in the development of the La 
Hermosa Center, a Christian project 
for Puerto Rican Americans who live 
in the crowded areas of the nation’s 
largest city. 

Pastor Apolonio Melecio of the 
La Hermosa Church, and The United 
Christian Missionary Society, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., who are assisting in the 
home missions project, have an- 
nounced the purchase of the Park 
Palace Building near the corner of 
Fifth Avenue and 110th St., for the 
location of the new church and 
center. 

The congregation of 350 is now 
meeting temporarily in a building 
offered by another church, but ex- 
pects to use the new home next 
summer. 

La Hermosa’s former store-front 
church building is among structures 
being razed in East Harlem to make 
room for public housing units. 

The building will provide an au- 
ditorium, a social hall and space for 
church offices and classrooms. This 
is the first phase of the project. The 
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La Hermosa Cultural Center Board 
of New York City is now raising 
funds within the city to build a mod- 
est two-story building as the second 
unit. 

Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), working through The United 
Society, have agreed to provide 
$500,000 through their Capital for 
Kingdom Building Program to meet 
the emergency needs of La Hermosa. 
They have also made plans to raise 
another $100,000 for other churches 
in the Puerto Rican community. 

There are 110,000 Puerto Ricans 
living within a mile of La Hermosa 
and more than a million in the city. 

The Church will be separate from 
the cultural program, according to 
Pastor Melecio. The center program 
will aim at integration of the Puerto 
Ricans into the total community life 
by bringing them in touch with 
other educational and social organi- 
zations. 


* Neill Got New Department 
Off the Ground in 1954 


PR Director Resigns 


St. Louis—Ralph C. Neill, direc- 
tor of public relations on the staff 
of the International Convention, re- 
signed February 1. : 

Announcement was made follow- 
ing the joint meeting of the Admin- 
istrative and Personnel Committees 
of the International Convention here. 

Mr. Neill became the first director 
of public relations when the depart- 
ment was established in 1954. 

A journalism graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Oregan, he was public re- 
lations director for the Oregon State 
Industrial Accident Commission be- 
fore coming to the International 
Convention staff. 

At the meeting of the Administra- 
tive and Personnel Committees, In- 
ternational Convention President 
Loren E. Lair declared: “Great and 
significant growth has taken place 
in the brotherhood since 1946 when 
the International Convention voted 
to establish a full-time office with 
Dr. Gaines M. Cook as the executive 
secretary. 

“As we move into the ‘Decade of 
Decision’ we desire to grow with the 
brotherhood and be in a position to 
give continued and enlarged leader- 
ship through the Convention in all 
areas, such as Year Book publica- 
tion, public relations, ecumenical 
services, annual assembly arrange- 
ments and possible considerations of 
restructure.” Dr. Lair is executive 
secretary for the Iowa Society of 
Christian Churches. 





Christian Board Editor 


St. Louris, Mo.—Herschell H. Rich- 
mond, since 1958 pastor of First 
Christian Church, Rochester, Minn., 
has begun duties 
as assistant editor 
of adult materials 
for the Christian 
Board of Publica- 

tion’s Division of 
\ Church School 
Literature. 
’ He will assist 
E. Lee Neal, adult 
Herschel! H. Richmond publications edi- 
tor, in the editorial production of 
adult study materials, according to 
Marvin E. Smith, director of the 
Division. 

A graduate of The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., Mr. Richmond 
was a United States Navy Chaplain 
during World War II. 

He had served as pastor of Vin- 
son Memorial Church, Huntington, 
W. Va., for two ministries and be- 
gan a 10-year pastorate with Cen- 
tral Church, Fairmount, W. Va., in 
1948. In 1954 he was president of 
the West Virginia State Convention 
of Christian Churches. 


Ohio Pastor Honored 


CoLUMBuUS, OHIO—Franklin H. 


Minck, minister of High Street Chris- - 


tian Church, Akron, for the past 18 
years, and chairman of the Board 
of Managers of the Ohio Christian 
Missionary Society for 10 years, was 
elected chairman of the Ohio Pas- 
tors’ Convention here. 

The interdenominational conven- 
tion met here in Memorial Hall. 
Since its institution in 1920, four 
Disciples have been thus honored: 
William O. Thompson (1930), Levi 
J. Bateman (1934), George W. Knep- 
per (1938) and Hoke S. Dickinson 
(1953).—PauL N. RuUNK, Corre- 
spondent. 


On Chapel of the Air 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—(Major) 
Franklin T. Gosser, a Disciple, was 
guest speaker Feb. 7 on the Air 
Forces Chapel of the Air, a program 
for local and world-wide audiences. 

Chapel of the Air is both televised 
and recorded as a public service to 
the nation’s capital. The telecast is 
on WTOP-TV, Washington. 

The Armed Forces Network re- 
leases the program through 175 
world outlets. 
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@ Ralph Sockman, Howard Short, 
Brooks Hays Among Speakers 


700+ Attend TCU's 
1960 Ministers’ Week 


Fort WortH—Over 700 ministers 
and laymen from Texas and sur- 
rounding states heard five distin- 
guished leaders deliver lectures dur- 
ing the 1960 Ministers’ Week at 
Texas Christian University here. 

Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, minister 
of Christ Church Methodist, New 
York City, presented the three Wells 
Lectures, in which he stated, “We 
need to preach the gospel of salva- 
tion rather than mere security. 
Christianity is our best defense 
against communism and crime, but 
Christ came to save us from our 
own sins first.” 

He added, “Since there are few if 
any communists or corrupt politi- 
cians or vandals in our churches, 
preaching against communism, gov- 
ernmental graft and vulgar vandal- 
ismb is popular but not very effec- 
tive. One of the favorite pulpit 
sports is shooting at absentee sin- 
ners.” 


McFadin Lectures 


The three McFadin Lectures were 
given by Howard E. Short, editor of 
The Christian and a vice-president 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion. Discussing “Reform and Dis- 
unity,” he said, “We are searching 
for the unifying force which will 
give us again the oneness experi- 
enced by the early church without 
the medieval necessity of accepting 
man-made terms for that unity.” 

He continued, “Modern man is 
eager for certainty in all fields. He 
wants to know what the other side 
of the moon looks like, and he wants 
to know the purpose of his exist- 
ence. . . . There is a wholeness of 
the church that defies our efforts to 
fragment it. We may express the 
nature of the church poorly in our 
particular traditions, but if the 
church is there at all, it is a true 
part of the whole Church.” 


Scott Lectures 


Leaders in the Jewish, Catholic 
and Baptist faiths presented the 
three Oreon E. Scott lectures. 

First Scott lecturer was Rabbi Levi 
A. Olan of Temple Emanu-El in 
Dallas, whose topic was “The Stone 
Which the Builders Rejected.” He 
said, “We are in a period of moral 
neutrality where everything depends 
on conditions, circumstances, his- 
tory, biology, sociology, and relativ- 
ity. The idea of inalienable rights 
is one of the glittering generalities 
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Ralph Sockman: “We need to preach 
the gospel of salvation rather than 
mere security.” 


of a bygone revolutionary age.” 

Robert E. Lucey, S.T.D., Arch- 
bishop of San Antonio, discussed 
American foreign policy in the light 
of Christian principles in the second 
Scott lecture. 

He declared, “The United Nations 
represents the greatest concerted 
effort of mankind for peace in the 
history of the world. The member 
states show wide divergence in their 
forms of government, their philoso- 
phies of life and their conflicting in- 
terests. But in this complex and 
heterogeneous amalgam of the na- 
tions lies our one last hope of 
peace.” 

The final Scott lecture, ‘“Medita- 
tions of a Troubled Moderate,” was 
given by the Hon. Brooks Hays, a 
director of the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority, a former Arkansas Congress- 
man, and a past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

He said, “Scientific achievement 
has not substantially altered the 
nature of our moral conflicts that 
require fresh commitments by each 
new generation. Mastery of our en- 
vironment in the sense that we will 
not live in fear of it is important— 
not more so than in other centuries 
perhaps but because it is so differ- 
ent from that of our fathers and 
because its interaction upon intel- 
lectual and spiritual life is so pro- 
found that it must be taken into 
account. We should have an under- 
standing of our times. And it will 
help us in this pursuit to recognize 
in the political world the equivalent 
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of theological principles.” 

The program committee for the 
1960 Ministers’ Week at TCU in- 
cluded TCU leaders Dr. Noel L. Keith, 
chairman, President D. Ray Lindley 
and Dr. Elmer D. Henson, dean of 
Brite College of the Bible; Dr. Gran- 
ville T. Walker, minister of Univer- 
sity Christian Church in Fort Worth; 
and Dallas ministers Dr. Kenneth M. 
Hay and Dr. W. A. Welsh. 


For “Look” Article 
About Disciples 


30,000 REPRINTS 


INDIANAPOLIS—More than 30,000 
reprints of the LooK magazine ar- 
ticle about the Disciples of Christ 
have been ordered by members and 
churches. 

The feature article by Hartzell 
Spence, which appeared in the Oct. 
27, 1959, issue of Look is still avail- 
able from the department of public 
relations of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. 

Also available are copies of the 
full-page color reproduction of a 
painting by Aaron Bohrod, symboliz- 
ing origin and beliefs of our church, 
which appeared with the article. 

Cost of reprints is $8.00 per 100 or 10 
cents per copy on orders of less than 
100. In order to provide the reprints 
and the Bohrod painting at cost, 
churches are encouraged to order on 
a cash basis. Cash orders are mailed 
postpaid, while postage will be added 
to credit orders. 

A copy of the painting (repro- 
duced on heavy glossy stock suitable 
for framing) is included as a bonus 
on all orders of 100 reprints. Paint- 
ings may also be purchased individ- 
ually for $1 each. 

Orders should be sent to the In- 
ternational Convention of Christian 
Churches, P. O. Box 19136, Indian- 
apolis 19, Indiana. 


“Spiritual Shallowness” 


MIAMI, FLA.—Dr. Louis H. Evans, 
minister at large for the Board of 
National Missions, United Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., attrib- 
uted spiritual shallowness in this 
country to “recession in the Ameri- 
can home.” 

“Although this nation has been 
much more successful than others 
economically, we are fast receding,” 
he told some 700 business and pro- 
fessional men at the fifth annual 
Laymen’s Leadership Institute here. 
“It was inevitable with our spirit- 
ual shallowness. 

“The greatest area of recession 
has been in the American home,” 
he declared, “and when the home 
goes down, God always loses.” 


(213) 21 








Brotherhood News 








Frederick W. Burnham 
Was Man of Vision, Courage 


“Leadership Aggressive—Never Rash” 


St. Louis—A distinguished Disciple who gave notable leadership 
on behalf of the Christian Churches during the first half of the 
twentieth century joined the church triumphant on Jan. 13. 


He was Frederick William Burn- 
ham, minister emeritus of Seventh 
Street Christian Church in Rich- 
mond, Va., and the first president 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society. 

Dr. Burnham was president of The 
American Christian Missionary So- 
ciety before it was merged with five 
other Disciples of Christ boards to 
form The United Society in 1920. It 
was in 1914 that he became presi- 
dent of the ACMS. 

During most of his tenure as presi- 
dent of the UCMS, the headquarters 
was here in St. Louis. Last year The 
United Society dedicated the audi- 
torium in the new wing of Missions 
Building in Indianapolis as Burnham 
Hall, in recognition of the major 
contribution of Dr. Burnham. 


After leaving The United Society, 
Dec. 10, 1929, Dr. Burnham served 
as pastor of University Park Chris- 
tian Church, Indianapolis, before he 
became pastor of the Seventh Street 
Christian Church in 1931. He re- 
tired in 1946. 


Dr. Burnham was well known be- 
yond the confines of the brother- 
hood. He was chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches in the 1920’s 
and served a term as president of 
the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America. He attended the 
Preliminary World Conference on 
Faith and Order in 1920 at Geneva, 
Switzerland, and the Universal Con- 
ference on Life and Work at Stock- 
holm in 1925 and at Oxford in 1937. 

His early years were centered in 
Illinois. He was born in Chapin, IIL, 
and was a graduate of Eureka Col- 
lege, and that institution awarded 
him the doctor of laws degree in 
1915. He took graduate studies at 
the University of Chicago Divinity 
School and served the following IIli- 
nois pastorates: Carbondale, 
Charleston, Decatur and Springfield 
(First). 

In the 1920’s Dr. Burnham went 
to Russia on behalf of the Commis- 
sion on Foreign Relations investigat- 
ing Russian Evangelicals and their 
college in Leningrad. 

In the work of the famous “Men 
and Millions’ Movement of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ, he had a significant 
part. 

In an early issue of World Call, 
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Frederick W. Burnham 


W. R. Warren, who was then editor, 
said of Dr. Burnham: 


“Surely it is in the good provi- 
dence of God that the Disciples of 
Christ have for president of their 
United Christian Missionary Society 
aman so thoroughly proved for faith 
triumphant but not arrogant, for 
loyalty steadfast but not standpat, 
for leadership aggressive, but never 
rash.” 

In 1936 in a sermon broadcast over 


the Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
“Church of the Air,’ Dr. Burnham 
closed his message with a brief 
prayer which seemed to be charac- 
teristic of the man: 


“Eternal Father, give us vision to 
see life clearly and courage to face 
it frankly. Deliver us from all 
tyrannies of mind and flesh and cir- 
cumstance so that we may give our- 
selves to life’s major issues and that 
thy will may be achieved in our liv- 
ing. We pray through Jesus Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen,” 


Church Names Associates 


Ernest W. Gommel, Jr., and Robert 
M. Bock have become associate min- 
isters at Central Church, Indianap- 
olis. 

Both are students at Christian 
Theological Seminary and serve as 
interns under the direction of the 
pastor. 

Gommel, 37 years of age, is com- 
ing out of the field of industry as 
a manager in Canada Steel Co. His 
portfolio will include membership 
and stewardship. 

Bock, a graduate of DePauw Uni- 
versity, is a Timothy of First Chris- 
tian Church, South Bend, and his 
portfolio includes community serv- 
ice and youth work. 

Lucy Ann Hass, former director 
of community service, is now min- 
ister of Christian education at Cen- 
tral Church. She has served for 
three years in the former capacity 
and now will attempt to strengthen 
the Department of Christian Educa- 
tion in this inner city situation. 


$185,000 Church Dedicated in Kansas City 





SWOPE PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Kansas City, Mo., has dedicated this 
beautiful new $185,000 sanctuary. A large part of the money was given by 
C. H. Goppert as a memorial to his wife, Virginia, who was killed in a plane 
accident over Grand Canyon. Romans Smith is pastor and Fred Helsabeck, 
president of Culver-Stockton College, Canton, Mo., was dedication speaker. 
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A Ralph Bennett has resigned his 
pastorate with First Christian 
Church, Alexandria, Va., and be- 
come minister of First Christian 
Church, Peoria, Ill. 


A Leslie L. Kingsbury, for over eight 
years minister of First Christian 
Church, Manhattan, Kan., became 
pastor of Battery Park Christian 
Church in Richmond, Va., on Feb. 1. 

A native of Australia, he is a grad- 
uate of Transylvania College, Lex- 
ington, Ky., received his M.A. degree 
from University of Kentucky, his B. 
D. degree from University of Chi- 
cago Divinity School and his Ph. D. 
degree from the University of Edin- 
burgh in Scotland. Dr. Kingsbury 
has held many positions of honor 
and responsibility in the brother- 
hood and community life. This past 
year he was elected president of 
the Kansas Christian Missionary 
Society. 


A Delno W. Brown, minister of First 
Christian Church, Hobart, Ind., be- 
came educational secretary and citi- 
zenship director of the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor on Feb. 
1. A graduate of Johnson Bible 
College, Mr. Brown received the B.D. 
degree from Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis, Ind., and the 
M.A. degree from Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Evanston, III. 


A Miss Grace L. Hale has been called 
as executive secretary for the 
Montana Christian Women’s Fellow- 
ship. She succeeds Mrs. Claude H. 
Lorimer, who retired. A graduate of 
Great Falls (Mont.) high school, Miss 
Hale attended Spokane (Wash.) 
University, the University of Oregon 
and received the B.A. degree from 
Eastern Washington College of Edu- 
cation. She taught school in Spo- 
kane, Wash., for 32 years and has 
been an active member of Central 
Christian Church there. 


A Roy Blalock, pastor of Canton, 
(Mo.) Christian Church for more 
than 17 years, has resigned his work 
there and began on January 1 as 
minister of First Church, Butler, 
Mo. Mr. Blalock graduated from 
Drury College, Springfield, Mo., and 
the University of Missouri. While at 
Canton he also served as associate 
professor of psychology at Culver- 
Stockton College. 


A Charles L. Strickler has joined the 
staff of Broadway Christian Church, 
Wichita, Kan., as minister of visita- 
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tion. He recently concluded four 
years as pastor of First Church, 
Newton, Kan. A graduate of Butler 
University and Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis, Ind., he 
previously served pastorates in Cal- 
ifornia and Indiana. 


A First Christian Church, Perkins, 
Okla., has called James A. Rousseau 
as minister. He formerly served as 
pastor of the Christian Church, Leon, 
Kan. At the installation service Van 
Dean Spurgeon, minister to students 
at Oklahoma State University, Still- 
water, gave the sermon. 


A Charlie R. Harrison, who since 
1957 has been pastor of Union Ave- 
nue Church, Litchfield, Ill., began 
his ministry with the Ivanhoe Park 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., Dec. 1. 
He was installed Jan. 3. 

He is a native of Robersonville, 
N. C. He studied at Atlantic Chris- 
tian College and at Vanderbilt. 
There are three children in the Har- 
rison family, Gloria Jean 10; Robert 
Charles 8; and Michael Rhodes 5. 

Mr. Harrison has held pastorates 
in Illinois, Georgia, and California. 
He was a Navy Chaplain serving 
with the Marines in Korea during 
1951 and 1952.—WILL SESSIONS. 


Where They Are Now 


Elmer S. Stainton from Coburg Street Church in 
Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada, to Giles Blvd. 
Christian Church, Windsor, Ontario, Canada. 

0. 1. Mendenhall, from Christian Church, Ipava, Iil., 
to Christian Church, Clearfield, lowa. 

Wendell Turner, from First Christian Church, Wat- 
seka, Ill., to University Christian Church adjacent 
to the University of Maryland near Washington, D. C. 

Eugene Maddox, from associate minister and director 
of Christian education at First Church, Topeka, Kan., 
to pastorate of First Church, Baxter Springs, Kan. 

Clayton W. Hildebrand, from First Christian Church, 
| Dorado, Kan., to First Church, Leavenworth, Kan. 

Claude Wright, Jr., from student pastorate with 
Christian Church, Soldier, Kan., to First Church, Cold- 
water, Kan. 

Roy W. Ford from Magnolia Avenue Christian Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas, to Lubbock View Christian Church, 
Lubbock, Texas, beginning April 1. 


Herschel Dugan from associate minister of First 
Christian Church, Omaha, Neb., to Northern Heights 
Christian Church, Tulsa, Okla. 

Harrison McMains from executive secretary of the 


Atlanta (Ga.) Christian Council to First Church, 
Huntsville, Ala. 


Don Johnson to South Broadway Christian Church, 
Denver, Colo., as director of religious education. 

J. W. Doke from Bethany Christian Church, Dallas, 
Texas, to First Church, Guymon, Okla. 

J. Kenneth Baird from First Christian Church, Savan- 
nah, Ga., to First Church, Grand Junction, Colo. 

Edwin Michael, Jr., from First Christian Church, 
Rowlett, Texas, to First Church, Newkirk, Okla. 

Charles E. Hannan from Sunset Park Christian 
Church, Santa Monica, Calif., to First Church, Sa 
Angelo, Texas, as associate minister. 

Paul Kennedy from First Christian Church, Ontario, 
Calif., to National Benevolent Association as director 
2 expansion and development for the California Chris- 
ian Home. 


William oom 


r from First Christian Church, 
— Neb., 


vergreen Christian Church, Denver, 


David R. Trotter to First Christian Church, Knox- 
ville, Tenn., as minister of Christian education. Mr. 
Trotter is a graduate of Milligan College and has been 
an outstanding layman in the church. 

Jack Preston to First Christian Church, North ie. 
-_ Calif., as part-time youth worker. Mr. Preston 

a first-year student at Southern California Brno 
ical Seminary at Claremont. 

Thomas P. Weir to First Christian Church, Oakland, 
Calif., as associate minister from the pastorate of 
First Church, Alameda, Calif. 

M. Dana Hunt to Front Street Christian Church, 
Burlington, N. C., from Southside Unity of Christian 
Churches at Red Oak, Va. 

Charles Johnson, missionary to Belgian Congo, has 
resigned his work there and accepted a teaching posi- 
tion in the Window Rock public school on the Navajo 
Indian reservation at Fort Defiance, Ariz. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


SERMONS ON THE PRODIGAL SON. 
A. Whiting. Abingdon Press. 111 pages. 

HOMEWARD BOUND. By William F. Damon. 
Exposition Press. 96 pages. $2.75. 

THE MANNER OF THE RESURRECTION. By Leslie 
D. Weatherhead. Abingdon Press. 92 pages. $1 
(Paper). 

CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
By Ronald S. Wallace. William B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company. 349 pages. $5. 

DEVOTIONAL INTRODUCTION TO JOB. By Andrew 
32 Dee dr. Baker Book House. 166 pages. 


By Thomas 
c 


A MAN CALLED JESUS. By John H. Stoke. 
Vantage Press, Inc. 231 pages. $3.50. 

A TEACHER’S CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD. By 
oh Fletcher. Vantage Press, Inc. 208 pages. 


TEACH ME TO PRAY. By W. E. Sangster. The 
Upper Room. 64 pages. (Paper) 35¢ each; 3 for 
$1.00; 12 for $3.50. 

THE ANTIQUITIES OF JORDAN. 
ester Harding. 
pages. 

WE MADE PEACE WITH POLIO. By Luther Rob- 
inson. Broadman Press. 165 pages. $2.75. 

THE WAY OF MAN. By Martin Buber. 
Hill Pamphlets. 32 pages. $ .35 (Paper) 

THESE ARE GOD’S SONS. 133 pages. $3.50. 

THE LAKE OF FIRE AND THE CONSUMMATION. 
52 pages. $1 (Paper). 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 
By Warren Young Kimball. 
Young Kimball, 302 Mt. 
Massachuetts. 

SECRETS OF ANSWERED PRAYER. By Cyril H. 
Powell. Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 192 pages. $3. 

THE BIBLE SPEAKS. By Robert Davidson. 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 258 pages. $3.95. 

THE PURPOSE AND WORK OF THE MINISTRY. 
By Gabriel J. Fackre. The Christian Education Press. 
141 pages. $2.50. 


NATIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDS 


36 awards totaling $60,560 


Hiram College makes available to graduating 
mod — a A. generous scholarship 

which nizes outstanding 
ACADEMIC ABILITY, CHARACTER and 
FINANCIAL NEED. 


DEADLINE—Tuesday, March 1 


Information and applications can be obtained by 
writing ADMISSIONS OFFICE 


HIRAM COLLEGE 


HIRAM, OHIO 


(When writing mention ‘‘The Christian’’) 


By G. Lank- 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 106 


Pendle 


112 pages. $2.75. 
Published by Warren 
Vernon Street, Dedham, 
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Brotherhood News 








New Mo. Sanctuary 






CECIL G. SWINEHART, minister, 

stands in the pulpit of the new 

sanctuary dedicated recently by First 
Christian Church, Savannah, Mo. 


SAVANNAH, Mo.—First Christian 
Church here has dedicated its new 
facilities. The new units include a 
sanctuary, Stout Memorial chapel, 
Duncan Fellowship hall and the edu- 
cational wing. 

Charles Macy, Mountain Grove, 
Mo., delivered the morning sermon 
and others who assisted in the serv- 
ice included: Paul Mitchell, Stark 
City, Mo., C. M. Chilton, St. Joseph, 
Mo., and R. C. Harvey of Savannah. 

The Duncan Fellowship hall and 
education wing were dedicated dur- 
ing a special program at the lunch 
hour by D. F. Turner and William 
Gressley. 

During the afternoon, Ray Snod- 
grass, former pastor, gave the dedi- 
catory sermon. Other former min- 
isters who assisted included O. H. 
Loomis and W. E. Purdy. Cecil G. 
Swinehart, minister, presided and 
greetings were brought by repre- 
sentatives of various church organi- 
zations in the area and state. 

Miss Sandra Harvey spoke briefly; 
Miss Grace Ann Rucker sang the 
dedication solo; and Robert A. 
Thomas, St. Joseph, gave the dedi- 
catory prayer. An organ recital pre- 
ceded the afternoon service and the 
church choirs presented special mu- 
sic, including an anthem written 
especially for the occasion by the 
choir director, Frank Plambeck. 


Jubilee Homecoming 


PHILIPSBURG, Pa.—Fiftieth Anni- 
versary homecoming for First 
Church here was observed in the 
fall. 


The speaker was Clarence H. 
Schnars, minister of Mount Lebanon 
Christian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schnars are natives of 
Philipsburg. Several former minis- 
ters, “Timothys” and old timers 
were present and recognized during 
the day. 


24 (216) 


wi 
ee ae re 








THIS EDUCATION BUILDING (right) was recently dedicated by Vance- 
boro, N. C., Christian Church. This $50,000 structure gives the congrega- 
tion much needed space, according to Henry F. Speight, minister. 


BOARDMAN CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Youngstown, Ohio, is building the 

first unit of a building program. 

The initial structure consists of the 

“T” shaped building at right and will 

cost about $125,000. Ashley Booth 
is the minister. 


CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN on the first unit of the Parkview Christian 
Church, Little Rock, Ark. The Parkview Church is the newest congrega- 
tion in the Little Rock area, with 170 members. The church is building 
on a five-acre site in western Little Rock. The leaders of the church, 
contractors, and architect are shown looking at a model of the building. 
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Basil Holt, Author 


BY RoBertT H. MCNEILL 


Basil Holt, president of the 
Southern African Convention of Dis- 
ciples of Christ, is the author of a 
new book, Place-Names in_ the 
Transkeian Territories. 

The book is not related to the- 
ology, though Mr. Holt has three 
graduate degrees in this field. It is 
mot on church leadership practices, 
though he joined Disciple leadership 
ranks about 32 years ago. It also is 
not about Christian unity or im- 
proving race relations, two major 
points of the Disciple churches’ 
witness in South Africa. 

The book is 
philological” 
meaning of 
science). 

It may tend also to point up Mr. 
Holt’s familiarity with various 
‘languages of the Southern Africa 
peoples—English, Afrikaans (a dia- 
lect of white people with Dutch 
ancestry) and Xhosa, an African 
tongue. Mr. Holt was born at Um- 
tata, Cape Colony, of Baptist mis- 
sionary parents. He has learned 


“historical 
(pertaining to 
words, 


and 
the 
linguistic 


these languages, beginning when he 
was a small boy. 

A Southern Africa newspaper 
devotes nearly a column of space 
to a review of the new book, which 
was published for Mr. Holt by the 
Africana Museum Press, Johannes- 
burg, South Africa. 

The newspaper’s reviewer calls the 
book a “valuable addition to the 
place names lore and legend” of 
South Africa. He further states that 
“interest and historical research are 
combined on the highest level in 
authoritative place-name books.” 

Mr. Holt is pastor of the Linden 
Christian Church in Johannesburg 
and the official respresentative (or 
missionary) of The United Christian 
Missionary Society in the Union of 
South Africa. 


Largest for Benevolence 


DALLAS—The annual Christmas of- 
fering for benevolence at East Dal- 
las Christian Church was the larg- 
est in the church’s history, exceed- 
ing $20,500. 


This is believed to be the largest 
single offering for benevolence from 
a local congregation in brotherhood 
history. 


Brotherhood News 


Senior Citizens Honored 


WoopwarD, OKLA.—First Christian 
Church here recently held a recep- 
tion honoring its older members. 

About thirty honored guests were 
present including two charter mem- 
bers, Mrs. A. D. Smith of Woodward 
and Mrs. M. W. Brower, now of 
Oklahoma City, and eight others 
who were members here 50 years 
ago. 

The oldest members present were 
Mrs. C. C. Thomas, 99, and Mrs. 
Sophia Cammerer, 95. 

Lowell Grice, chairman of the 
membership committee, presided at 
the meeting and welcomed the 
guests. Norman R. Stacey, minister 
of the church, gave the invocation. 

Among the items of historical in- 
terest on display was a 1908 di- 
rectory of the church. 





@ Transylvania College, Lexington, 
Ky., will reject all types of federal 
subsidies in the future and has disas- 
sociated itself from the National De- 
fense Educational Act of 1958. An- 
nouncement was made by President 
Irvin E. Lunger. 





seminaries. 


800 Test Building 





The Church must educate the min- 
istry! Through its colleges and 


Fie Chevehes Call 
for More Menisters / ; 


The Church must recruit them! 
From the Church itself. y 

















The Church must support the ministry! Through adequate 
salaries and Pension Plan participation. 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


(Disciples of Christ) 


Indianapolis 4, Indiana 
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THE VALENTINES— 
(Continued from page 14.) 


dress to give the illusion of curves. 
Elsie, her roommate, knew all about 
clothes, but Prue had never asked 
advice. Tomorrow, she would! 


If a man she didn’t know admired 
her as she was, maybe one she did 
know would learn to love her as 
she was going to be. 


Prue tucked the valentine away 
and went down to dinner, humming 
softly. In a few days there would 
be a new Prue. Her heart told her 
that wonderful things were just 
around the corner! 


Jim Hunt was suffering from a 
painful malady—loneliness—on this 
Valentine’s Day. Six weeks ago he 
and Kathy had quarreled, and there 
had been plenty of time to decide 
it had all been his fault! 


He should have known Kathy 
wouldn’t flirt with his best friend 
when she was practically engaged 
to him. But there had been a lot 
of business bother that day, and 
when he had seen Kathy and Johnny 
laughing and having such fun fix- 
ing the table for his birthday sup- 
per, he’d been suddenly jealous. 
He’d accused her of flirting. And 
she had flared up and stated in no 
uncertain terms that she did not 
want a jealous husband. 


Since, she had avoided him at the 
office, and he hadn’t called her for 
fear of being ‘rebuffed. But he knew 
that if he had to forget her, it 
wasn’t going to be easy! 

He was still pondering the prob- 
lem when the landlady brought his 
mail: a home-town paper, a bill, two 
advertisements and a valentine! He 
was surprised and pleased. He 
hadn’t sent any at all. Somehow, 
it hadn’t seemed much like Valen- 
tine’s Day without Kathy. 

The valentine was strictly hearts 
and flowers, with a verse about 
never forgetting and always forgiv- 
ing. Who on earth? Could it pos- 
sibly be Kathy’s way of asking him 
to come back to her? 

Right away, he knew it was! And 
he knew what he was going to do! 
First he’d go out and buy the big- 
gest box of valentine candy he 
could find, and a dozen red roses. 
Then he’d hurry to Kathy’s apart- 
ment to ask her to forgive him for 
being childish. And something told 
him she would. Valentine’s Day 
was a fine time to patch up argu- 
ments! 

e J 


When Dee Moore thought about 
being fourteen years old on Febru- 
ary 14th, it had a magic sound, and 
something very fine should happen 
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on this day, she was sure. It was 
almost noon, though, and the only 
thing that had happened wasn’t 
fine; she’d dropped Mother’s pet 
vase while dusting and received a 
good scolding! 


When Dee thought about some- 
thing fine, she always ended up 
thinking about Roger, the new boy 
in her class at school. He was hand- 
some, but so shy! Dee was shy, too, 
and hated it! More than anything 
she wished for enough gumption to 
talk to Roger. 


“Letter for you, Dee,’ her mother 
called from the kitchen. “Come and 
get it!” 

She raced down the stairs and 
opened the envelope. A gay valen- 
tine fell to the floor. Unsigned! 
But she knew immediately the 
cramped handwriting on the en- 
velope must be Roger’s! 

“Oh, Mother,’ she said, breath- 
lessly, “I just know it’s from Roger 
and he was too shy to sign his name. 
Do you think I should tell him I 
know?” 

“Why don’t you ask him to sup- 
per one night next week? Then 
you can get better acquainted and 





by J. Warren Hastings 


WALKED into the hospital room 

where one of our members who 
had undergone surgery the day be- 
fore was a patient. I was pleas- 
antly surpised to see another one of 
our members, a middle-aged woman, 
sitting with the sick girl who was 
most uncomfortable. 

“I am glad you are here today,” 
I gaid, “far Miss: o..2cs-2 needs you 
greatly at this time. The day after 
surgery is usually tough and I know 
that your presence in this room has 
meant a great deal to the patient.” 

“I knew that she would need help 
today,” she said, “and I was glad 
to take annual leave in order to be 
with her.” She had a beautiful ex- 
pression on her face as she spoke. 

“Her insurance makes no allow- 
ances for special nursing and I am 
very glad that I could be here,” she 
continued. “There are many little 
things that I have been able to do 
for her.” 

Turning to the patient, I re- 
marked: “I am thrilled that Miss 
ase ee could so arrange the work 
in her office that she could be here 
with you today.” 


“T took 





he may tell you if he sent it.” 

“Oh, thank you, Mother, I will!” 
Dee agreed excitedly. “I’ll ask him 
first thing Monday. Now I have 
this valentine, I know I'll have 
nerve enough to do it!” 

She kissed her mother, snatched 
the cat off a chair and hugged him 
impulsively, then dashed upstairs to 
decide what to wear on the big 
night. And over and over her heart 
seemed to sing—of the great days 
in store. 


DUSTY DREAMS 


Dreams grow dusty through the 
years, 
Shop-worn, dull and dim with tears; 

Often they are laid aside, 

In their freshness quite untried. 
“Stir up the gift of God in thee,” 
Go forth, become what you would be; 

Keep your vision bright and true, 

Know success was meant for you. 
Dreams are like the seeds, you know, 
Plant them, tend them, watch them 

grow. 
—CHRISTINE WHITE 


annual leave” 


In a feeble voice the patient said: 
“I do not know what in the world 
I would have done without her. I 
have been so sick all day and I have 
been most uncomfortable and her 
presence has meant a great deal.” 

e e e 
DEAR READER: 

I am anxious that you know the 
lady who took annual leave in order 
to be with her sick friend. She is 
one of the most dedicated and self- 
sacrificing Christian people that I 
know. Born and reared in a Mid- 
western state, she has been living 
in Washington, D. C., for over twen- 
ty years. Employed by one of the 
government departments she holds 
a very responsible position. Her 
church pledge last year was $3,000, 
although her salary is not over 
$6,500. To my mind, she incarnates 
the Christian spirit to the fullest de- 
gree. Beautiful in appearance, she 
is wholesome to talk to, intelligent 
and friendly to all. I am glad for 
the opportunity to tell you about 
her. 
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NEWS CAPSULES 


WA The Christian Churches of Sharon, Pa., 
participated in the Shenango Valley School of 
Religious Education which closed Nov. 23. 
They also took part in the observance of 
World Community Day sponsored by United 
Church Women. 


MK First Christian Church, Vallejo, Calif., 
broke ground for a new building to house 
classrooms and a dining hall. Classes are 
now meeting in the parsonage, located one 
block away. Kenneth Tuttle is the minister. 


MK First Christian Church, Mount Vernon, 
Wash., Daniel E. Thuma, minister, has pre- 
pared its own local ‘‘Appraisal (1958-59) 
and Forecast (1959-60)"' in a 48-page brochure 
for the annual meeting of the congregation. 
Each functional department presents its ac- 
complishments in the first part of the booklet 
and its objectives in the last half. In addi- 
tion there is a membership roll with addresses 
and telephone numbers. Also the brochure 
lists the over-all objectives summarized by 





RELAX cee 


These days you had better think 


twice before promising a girl 
the moon. 


OAKLAND TRIBUNE 
* e es 
What you don’t know doesn’t 
hurt you—until you find out how 
much someone else is getting 
paid for knowing what you don’t. 
QUOTE 
as o s 
INVENTORY 
(By the Mother of a Hot Rod Fan) 
A battery on the front porch, 
A fender on the side, 
An old tire in the patio 
That’s had its last long ride. 


A worn out generator is 
Another thing you'll find, 
And though I gripe an awful lot 
I honestly don’t mind. 


HELEN M. WEBSTER 
s & a 
Psychologist’s Ad 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MANIA BACK. 
“QUOTE 





they'll like?” 
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the minister and includes the information of 
205 resident members with 33 additions dur- 
ing the year. 


BK Robert L. Lemon, minister of Memorial 
Christian Church, Bethany, W. Va., has been 
elected as president of the State Convention 
of West Virginia Christian Churches. He 
was chosen at the recent state convention 
held in Wheeling. Other new officers include 
George Wood, New Martinsville, first vice- 
president; Mrs. Mary Young, Shinston, second 
vice-president; Carl Johnson, Wellsburg, re- 
corder; Earl Dillard, Huntington, state board 
representative. 





We invite persons who want to become fa- 
miliar with the peoples and customs of 
Europe, with the Christian way of life on 
the Continent—and in travelling intelligently, 
at a cost that makes sense—to join our annual 


EUROPEAN 
STUDYTOUR 


June 24-August 25, 1960 
$1,492 
France, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Germany 
(Oberammergau), Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 
Scotland and England—in Edinburgh Aug. 
2-7 for the VI Assembly of Churches of 


Christ. Enjoy the best in travelling, hotels, 
meals, explore the real Europe with 


Professor Earl D. McKenzie 
BETHANY COLLEGE 
(Founded by Alexander Campbell) 
Bethany, West Virginia 











Give Your Church 


THIS MEMORIAL 
ABOVE ALL! 


Memorial Bells by Schulmerich! ® 
What a uniquely wonderful way 
to ‘remember a loved one! And 
surely your church would ap- 
preciate receiving these pure- 
toned Schulmerich bells as a 
“living” reminder, too... as a gift 
from you...in your own name. 
Appropriate plaque, if desired. 


_SCHULMERICH 


CARILLONS, INC. 
6020 CARILLON HILL + SELLERSVILLE, PA. 







A Ringing Tribute! 
Loving! 
Living! 


Lasting! 


®Trademark of Bell 
Instruments Produced by 
ey Schulmerich Carillons Inc. 











for 


your 
bhelves 





The new— 


Week of the Cross 
by Will Sessions 


Here is the reverent and exciting 
story of the last week of Christ's 
life from Palm Sunday to the day 
of the resurrection, told by an ex- 
pert. Minute details of each day 
taken from the Gospels in chrono- 
logical order add unity and drama 
to the magnificent stories of the 
money-changers, the betrayal, and 
the Last Supper. The characteriza- 
tions of those personalities sur- 
rounding Christ are acutely drawn 
and poignantly real. 10W486, 
$2.00 


This is a Bethany Press book. 


a 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OTF 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Lenten Preaching 


The Dark Road to Triumph. By 
Clayton E. Williams. Thomas Y. 
Crowell Company. 


Clayton E. Williams, pastor of the 
famed American Church in Paris, 
has written a pensive series of Len- 
ten sermons published under the 
splendid title, The Dark Road to 
Triumph. 

One is immediately impressed by 
Dr. Williams’ style. He is a master 
of the long sentence as well as of 
the machinegun rattle of sniping 
short sentences. He writes with 
directness and power. 

Whereas one would anticipate 
repetition in such a volume, The 
Dark Road to Triumph contains 
more than the usual expectancy in 
Lenten preaching. For instance, 
there are two Palm Sunday ser- 
mons and two Easter messages! 

In “The Challenge of Palm Sun- 
day,” Dr. Williams says “Every man 
saw him [Jesus] and responded to 
him according to the hopes he cher- 
ished and the interests he lived by. 
And it is so today. The world has 
not changed, nor have men’s hearts, 
and these different reactions are 
typical of the world’s reaction to 
Christ today. We use him, we ad- 
mire him, we ignore him, we resist 
him or we follow him, and exploita- 
tion, adoration, indifference, antago- 
nism, or consecration still deter- 
mine, as in Jesus’ own day, the re- 
sponse of men’s hearts to the Mas- 
ter of the World.” Later he de- 
clares, “The tragedy of Palm Sun- 
day was the tragedy of the ignored 
Christ.” 

Maundy Thursday sermon is en- 
titled, “Betrayal.” “In a sense he 
was betrayed not only by Judas, but 
by life. A life of love and sacrifice 
had led not to a popular acclaim 
and acceptance but to persecution 
and crucifixion.” 

While his sermons on the Seven 
Words From the Cross are not par- 
ticularly unique in treatment, they 
are nevertheless fresh, compelling 
and challenging. 

In “The Easter Vanguard,” this 
able pulpiteer says, “The point is 
not whether Jesus proved men’s im- 
mortality but whether he himself 
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lives and leads and challenges our 
life today, whether he impinges on 
life not as a memory or a historic 
figure of the first century but as a 
contemporary companion and a liv- 
ing leader, a guiding spirit and an 
external harbinger of heavenly 
hope on earth.” 

Great preaching! 

I commend this stimulating and 
satisfying book to all ministers, 
teachers and followers of the One 
who willingly took The Dark Road 
to Triumph.—G. CurTIS JONES 


Party-Minded? 


The Master Banquet and Party 
Book. By Beatrice Plumb. T. S. 
Denison and Company. 304 pages. 
$3.95. 


This ample-sized book includes 
many good ideas you may have 
used and forgotten, and many new 
ones you’ll wish you’d thought of 
first. 

Suggestions appear for all phases 
of party-planning—invitations; pre- 
liminary arrangements; room, table 
and centerpiece decorations; favors; 
games; songs and stunts, and menus, 
for a variety of occasions on a va- 
riety of themes. 

The seasons and all the tradi- 
tional holidays are featured, as well 
as such excuses for festivity as a 
pioneer banquet, a bird banquet, a 
Fan-ciful banquet (Japanese style), 
a waist-whittling banquet, porch 
parties (for those who dislike pic- 
nics), a Christopher Robin fete for 
children, and even a Beat-the-Jinx 
dinner for Friday the Thirteenth! 
Included also are various types of 
school and church banquets, an- 
nouncement parties and bridal show- 
ers. 

Have you a monthly meeting 
which needs a bit of spice added? 
Read the section on Program Trim- 
ming, which tells how to enliven 
affairs that tend to get in a rut. 

If you’re party-minded, you will 
find this book invaluable.—Mrs. 
WarRREN MULCH 


For Older Children 


The [Illustrated Book of Jewish 
Knowledge. By Edith and Oscar 





Tarcov. Friendly House Publish- 
ers. 127 pages. $2.95. 


This one-volume encyclopedia 
contains basic knowledge about Ju- 
daism alphabetically arranged and 
dramatically illustrated in a way 
to appeal to young people. It cov- 
ers the areas of holidays, customs 
and ceremonies, history, Bible, sa- 
cred and secular writings, and the 
ideas which are distinctive to Jew- 
ish religious thought. 

All the important figures in Jew- 
ish history appear in thumb-nail 
sketches. The animated maps and 
line drawings add clarity and con- 
creteness to the many items. 

A typical section: ‘Micah. Sixth 
of the Books of Twelve (Minor) 
Prophets of the Bible. Micah, a 
humble peasant from Gath, prophe- 
sied in Judah at the time of Isaiah. 
He cried out against injustice and 
dishonesty. ‘What doth the Lord 
require of thee,’ said Micah, ‘save 
to do justice, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God?’ 
Micah, as Isaiah, envisioned a future 
time when war would cease and all 
men would be at peace.” 

The cross references make it easy 
for children to find information. A 
valuable book for the school library 
or for children ten to fifteen years 
of age.—SAMUEL ROSENKRANZ 


On Communion 


Holy Communion. Compiled by 
Massey H. Shepherd, Jr. The Sea- 
bury Press. 162 pages. $3. 


This little book pulls together de- 
votional thoughts about the Lord’s 
Supper from every age. It has been 
prepared especially for people in 
those churches which encourage 
special preparation by the individual 
before receiving Communion. Some 
of the meditations are cast against 
a concept of the Communion which 
is not ours, but it does not hurt us 
to know the deep meaning which 
the Eucharist has for others. The 
more recent writings will be par- 
ticularly valuable to ministers and 
elders in preparing their medita- 
tions and prayers to be used at the 
Communion table.——R. H. MILLER, 
IR. 
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With Church Extension 


Staff representatives of the Board 
of Church Extension of Disciples of 
Christ have consulted with the fol- 
lowing churches regarding programs 
of church building and financing: 


OPELIKA, ALA. Shady Grove Church, C. M. 
Driskell, minister. A master plan was developed in- 
corporating a first unit consisting of classrooms and 
kitchen facilities. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK. First Church, Dan C. 
Kenner, minister. Developed a master campus plan 
—- of five units to be constructed on a 10-acre 
site. 


SAN LORENZO, CALIF. First Church, Fred Jobs, 
minister. Discussed the erection of a first unit to 
be built on a new site at an estimated cost of 


SAN LEANDRO, CALIF. First Church, John A. 
Shockley, minister. A financial analysis and time 
schedule were prepared incorporating the sale of pres- 
ent property and relocating. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. West Side Church, Joe 
R. Kennedy, minister. Discussed plans for the pur- 
chase of a new site and the related financial program. 

WILMINGTON, CALIF. First Church, Bert W. 
Bruffett, minister. Planned for the erection of a 
new sanctuary unit at approximate cost of $125,000, 
with ground breaking late in 1960. 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF. Freeport Blvd. Church, 
Charles R. Drake, minister. Discussed plans for 
additional educational space and fellowship facilities. 

BREA, CALIF. First Church, W. Leslie Lowrey, 
minister. Set up a 3-year building-fund campaign 
with a goal of $36,000 with all funds to be applied 
to the purchase of a site and erection of the first unit. 

FAIRFIELD, CALIF. Christian Church, Archie 
Allan, interim minister. Discussed plans for the erec- 
tion of a first unit on a recently purchased site. 

CHESTERFIELD, IND. Christian Church, Harold 
Clark, minister. Planned for relocation and new con- 
struction and a time schedule was prepared calling for 


a Certificate-Loan Plan campaign with a goal of 


$50,000. 


BEDFORD, IND. First Church, Grant Blackwood, 
minister. Considered an expansion program consisting 


of alterations to the chancel area and construction of 
educational facilities. 

DANVILLE, IND. Christian Church, Ronald Hust, 
minister. Development of a master plan with first unit 
to provide facilities for church school and administra- 
tion at a proposed cost of $33,600. 

PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KAN. Cherokee Church, Tom 
Underwood, minister. Discussed plans for the erec- 
tion of a new sanctuary unit to be underwritten by a 
Certificate-Loan campaign program. 

GEORGETOWN, KY. First Church, Franklin R. 
McGuire, minister. Developed sketches for the com- 
pletion of a chapel with consideration given to re- 
vamping the educational facilities. 

LEXINGTON, KY. Crestwood Church, James A. 
Lollis, minister. Developed a master plan consisting 
of 7 buildings with first unit to provide worship, 
education and fellowship facilities at an approximate 
cost of $125,000. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. Cascade Church, Raymond 
Gaylord, minister. Set up a building-fund campaign 
to underwrite the purchase of additional ground and 
an expansion program. 

PRINCETON, MO. First Church, Paul Woodward, 
minister. A time schedule was developed to provide for 
immediate remodeling needs and additional educational 
space. 

PARKSVILLE, MO. Park Hill Church, Wayne 
Reinhardt, minister. Discussed plans for a master plan 
covering ‘site and buildings. Set up fund-raising 
campaign to be conducted in 1960. 

INDEPENDENCE, MO. Eastgate Church (formerly 
Crysler Ave.), Harvey L. Humphrey, minister. Con- 
sidered plans for the erection of a first unit on a 
7-acre site with ground breaking by mid-1960. 

BARNESVILLE, OHIO, First Church, J. Harold 
Hopkins, minister. financial resource analysis was 
made covering the $8,000-$10,000 remodeling project. 

MIDDLETOWN, OHIO, First Church, Edwin Bobbit, 
minister. Developed sketches for an educational build- 
ing at an estimated cost of $200, 

PALESTINE, OHIO, Church of Christ, Elmer Fritz, 
minister. Developed plans for a first unit of a master 
plan consisting of facilities for education, fellowship 
and worship. 

CRABTREE, ORE. Christian Church, Robert 
Church, minister. Discussed plans for the completion 
of a new educational building. 

MYRTLE POINT, ORE. First Church, Glen W. 
Hutton, minister. Set up a financial program to under- 
write completion of new educational and worship facil- 
ities now under construction. 


To New Ministries— 


Amos S. ee is now pastor at First Christian 
Church, Shreve, Ohio. 


Cryder Brayshaw to Audubon Park Christian Church, 
Minneapolis, from First Church, Mineola, Texas. 


H. E. Cunningham to First Christian Church, Bristol, 
her" ie” ns Church, Falls City, Neb. 


Stephenson is associate pastor at First 
Chitin churehs North Platte, Neb. 


Val Johnson to First Christian Pa Brighton, 
Colo., from First Church, Crescent, 


F. Edward Carter to First et Church, Love- 
land, Colo., from First Church, Burlington, Colo. 


Jack Tucker is the new minister at First Christian 
Church, Belvedere, S. C. 


John L. Suttenfield, Jr., to Riviera Beach Tropical 
Sands Christian Church, Fla., from Central Church, 
Kankakee, Ill. 


Donald E. Whitney to First Christian Church, 
Fortuna, Calif., from First Community Church, Port 
Orford, Ore. 


J. Richard Friedline to First Christian Church, 
Tulare, Calif., from Vista Grande Christian Church, 
Daly City, Calif. 


Joe Samuels to First Christian Church, McAlester, 
Okla., from First Church, Baxter Springs, Kan. 


Roy Kerstetter to First Christian Church, LeRoy, 
Kn, from Wall Street and Fontana Christian Churches 
in Kansas. 


Robert R. Porter to Oakland Christian Church, 
Topeka, Kan., from the Christian Church at Milton, 
Queens County, Nova Scotia. 


James Edwards to First Christian Church, Hood 
River, Ore., from assistant pastor at First Church, 
Eugene, Ore. 


Ray Kistler to First Christian Church, Mexico, Mo., 
as minister of evangelism and membership. 


Donald Arthur to First Christian Church, LaBelle, 
Mo., from First Church, Nineveh, Ind. 


William E. Furnas to Oakland Christian Church, 
Joplin, Mo., from First Church, Walters, Oxia. 


Harold V. Day to First Christian Church, Dixon, 
Mo., from First Church, Mc b. 





. . dedicated to older young people and young adults—students, 
young working people, young married couples, servicemen .. . 
Each course may be used in the church school for a three- 


month study, be condensed to shorter periods for church school 
or other groups, or used whenever young people gather for 
serious discussion in other than formal meetings. 







by Dwight E. Stevenson. 


power. 


THE CHURCH'S FIRST THOUSAND YEARS 


A graphic description of the growth and develop- 
ment of the Christian Church during the first ten centuries of its life. 


by Robert Roy Wright. 


coming this spring .. . 





Faith for Life Series 


YOUR FACE IN THIS MIRROR 


How the Bible gives guidance; how to find in 
the Bible the key to self-knowledge and understanding of God's will and 


Marriage and the Home, by DeWitt L. Miller; de- 
signed to help develop a Christian concept of marriage. 
Trust, by Walter M. Horton; sets forth clearly the Christian concept of God, 
who he is and what he does, and shows how faith influences daily life. 


The God We 


fram Please send me: 
---. a free circular with complete information 
TIAN BOARD of about all Faith for Life Series courses 
PUBLICATION _.. copies, 9 eee oa poe Me $1.00 
_--. copies, e urch’s First 1, ears @ 
Box 179 $1.00 
St.Louis 66,Mo. —— __ copies, The Big Difference @ $1.00 


_.-. copies, The Stranger in My House @ $1.00 
_... copies, How Free Are You? @ $1.00 


_... copies, Come and See @ $1.00 
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produced by the Cooperative Publication Associati 


previously published volumes still available: 
The Big Difference, by Barton Hunter . . . How 
Free Are You? by Robert Hamill . . . Come 
and See, by John E. Skoglund . . 
in My House, by Walter Sikes 


. The Stranger 


WF ccs Sa chic edetediccecemernceteteed 

NID + 6d edisincediidddecetes neues eddgnvteseseda 
WE siccicaxcdad caches déaccuaeuenceveccataaeers 
rere QUI a fides scitivinn siete bdsddaduans 
GE OF CI ais cncecintcdawstcncessiccnaases 


O payment enclosed 


I a cia ding cadacnaseddensuacasneseasn 


(221) 29 














“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Week-kneed People 


Editor, The Christian: 


A hundred years ago our move- 
ment was on fire with a revolution- 
ary concept of what the Church 
ought to be. We have outgrown 
many of the ideas of our leaders of 
a hundred years ago but we have 
also outlived their power. Many, 
in our movement, are saying that 
we are a people who “had a cause.” 

I completed seminary and became 
a resident minister in the Christian 
Church just as the “Long-Range 
Program” was being introduced. We 
brag about our progress but actu- 
ally, in the light of population in- 
creases and inflation, we have not 
kept up with the growth of our na- 
tion. The Long-Range-Program was 
a wonderful program on paper but 
it did not produce the needed re- 
sults. Our fellowship is at the bot- 
tom of the list in giving again this 
year. 

Two years ago there was talk that 
we are going to raise $30,000,000 for 
1,000 new churches to be built dur- 
ing the 60’s. I understand that 
we now have no specific goal but 
that we are supposed to do as much 
as we can, when we can, for all the 
agencies. My conviction is that God 
has no use for such a weak-kneed 
people in these days of crisis. 

There must be a mandate from 


our people to our leadership. We 
need a stronger, more crusading, 
more demanding, more dynamic 


leadership. And, our leaders must 
know that we, the workers in the 
local church, will respond with sac- 
rifice and devotion to the cause of 
the Kingdom in these difficult 
Gays: «. . 

God is truly calling to us in this 
Decade of Decision to build at least 
1,000 churches, to maintain existing 
churches in changing areas, to 
launch out in the mission area 
against the threat of communism, 
and to bring his peace to all man- 
kind.—ToM UNDERWOOD, Prairie Vil- 
lage, Kansas 


Where We Stand 


Editor, The Christian: 


Just as Mrs. Prime (CE-FR, Let- 
ters, Dec. 13), I like our paper very 
much especially for the writing of 
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Warren Hastings, and Dr. Davison 
and many other things. 

Also, I agree with Mrs. Prime 
about the need for a statement of 
where we stand. Why do we not 
have our belief as a church written 
in black and white? We all believe 
in the Bible and we do have the 
same Bible. We try to do as nearly 
as possible as the disciples of Christ 
did, in our practices. Christ is our 
creed. The Bible is our rule of 
faith and practice. 

We practice weekly Communion 
as the Disciples did on “the first day 
of the week.” We find no need for 
baptism of infants because they are 
innocent and cannot repent. There- 
fore, in our church, the little babies 
are brought to the church for bless- 
ing as Jesus did bless them. 

I may be mistaken, but I think 
that if these words were before the 
readers of our splendid magazine, 
many would join us, as the church 
that our Lord longed for.—MArtTTIE 
HAGGARD SEMONES, Seattle, Washing- 
ton 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Hoping not 
to sound stubborn, we still stand 
where we did in our comment on 
Mrs. Prime’s letter. If, for exam- 
ple, we used the points in the above 
letter, someone would notice at once 
the absence of the Great Commis- 
sion, Stewardship, the fruits of the 
Spirit or other biblical teaching. 
The position of the Campbells, Stone 
and Scott is not easy but it pre- 
serves the whole Bible as our only 
written creed. 


1909-1959 (Continued) 


Editor, The Christian: 


I read with interest “Conventions 
—1909 and 1959,” by N. Q. Grey in 
(CH-FR, of 11-22-59). I sat among 
the reported 28 “survivors” of 1909 
recognized with a reminiscent pro- 
gram at Denver. I was among the 
thousands streaming by train into 
Pittsburgh with its pall of smoke 
dimming or hiding the sun which 
would have been welcome on some 
of those October days. 

The separate organizational meet- 
ings and the simultaneous sessions 
scheduled by the program were be- 
wildering to a new conventiongoer; 
also disappointing in the desirable 
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Letters... 


sessions I had to miss in favor of 
equally desirable sessions. 

. Hundreds of us visited the 
World’s Model Kitchens, the plant 
of H. J. Heinz Co., the home of the 
famous 57 Varieties. I was at the 
dedication of “The Oregon,” mission 
steamer for the Congo, a gift of the 
Christians of Oregon. 

I have only vague recollections of 
any speeches or other important 
features of the programs. I have 
a distinct remembrance of the 
Lord’s Supper on “Lord’s Day” aft- 
ernoon, as it was designated by the 
program, where a reported 26,000 
were in attendance. 

The following evening in the same 
place perhaps 50,000 assembled to 
celebrate the world series victory 
of the Pittsburgh Pirates over the 
Detroit Tigers. I wasn’t there. I 
took the side trip to Bethany Col- 
lege and the home of Alexander 
Campbell. There were many differ- 
ences, some of them for the better, 
between the 1909 and the 1959 con- 
ventions.—W. F. Bruce, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma 


Kenyon Memories 
Editor, The Christian: 


All of us at Hiram College appre- 
ciate your very gracious and splen- 
did editorial about Dr. John S. Ken- 
yon. Though it was not my pleas- 
ure, of course, to know him in his 
active years, I did have sufficient 
relationship with him to know that 
your tribute to “The Last Gentle- 
man” was truly earned. 

Our hope in preserving the qual- 
ity of our church-related liberal 
arts college lies in men of his in- 
tellectual and spiritual understand- 
ing. Certainly in Dr. Kenyon’s case, 
our heritage, as the result of his 
life and work, is a sturdy founda- 
tion on which to build both scholar- 
ship and personal integrity.—PauL 
F. SHarp, president, Hiram College, 
Hiram, Ohio 


Christmas Issue 


Editor, The Christian: 

Your Christmas number is one of 
the best. It is a work of art and 
its Christmas messages, pictures and 
poems are most appropriate.—JESSE 
M. Baper, New York, N. Y. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Changes in the Sanctuary 


HANGES come so gradually that 

we hardly notice them. Then 
one day we look back over the 
years and become aware of the fact 
that hundreds of our congregations 
have undergone an important change 
in the past fifteen or twenty years, 
especially in their concept of wor- 
ship and their ways of expressing 
this concept. 

It is true that many congregations 
have changed very little and their 
services of worship are as good or 
as poor as they were a generation 
ago. Let us look at the changes 
in one church that is a composite 
of all those Disciple churches that 
have sought to improve the mood, 
the meaning, the setting, and the 
method of worship. 

The mythical sanctuary is long 
and rather narrow—not square or 
circular as before. The floor is level 
and the pulpit, now on the side, is 
slightly elevated. There is a center 
aisle down which one may see the 
Communion table, centrally located, 
symbolic of its importance in the 
service of worship. The baptistry 
is hidden behind long sweeping dra- 
peries that give a feeling of height, 
dignity and beauty. 

The choir, which once faced the 
congregation, is now less conspicu- 
ous in its new location on one or 
both sides of the divided chancel. 
Robed in rich maroon gowns the 
choir members seek to participate 
in the service of worship rather 
than to render “a fine performance.” 

The choir director, standing where 
he can be seen by the choir but not 
by the congregation, often uses a 
long wall mirror to make his work 
more effective. No longer does he 
step forward to lead the congrega- 
tion. 

The selection of hymns from 
Christian Worship—A Hymnal as- 


*Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector, Local Church Life, United 
Christian Missionary Society, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana. 
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presents 
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a colored, half-hour, 16 mm film 
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sures dignity, beauty and reverence 
not found a few years ago in an 
inferior song book. The congrega- 
tion has come to know the great 
hymns of the church and sings them 
with power and sincerity. 

Gone are the attendance boards, 
the flags, the extra lights, chairs 
and pictures that once cluttered the 
chancel. Gone too are the stacks 
of unused song books, and the varied 
flower containers have been re- 
placed by two matching urns filled 
regularly with carefully selected 
and arranged flowers. There is no 
balcony spreading over half the 
sanctuary. The organ pipes are 
gone. The painting in the baptistry 


has been replaced with a cross. 

There is a gold cross on the Com- 
munion table—with a lighted candle 
on each side. Sometimes a cande- 
labra is located in the chancel. The 
minister wears a robe—and one is 
aware of the added sense of rever- 
ence it gives to his actions. The 
stained-glass windows possess a 
more delicate beauty. Symbolism is 
in evidence here and there. 

Color is in evidence. Pews and 
pulpit furniture are several shades 
lighter than formerly. 

There is a sense of reverence on 
the part of the congregation. A 
well-planned order of service neatly 
mimeographed in an attractive bul- 
letin adds to the over-all feeling of 
spiritual depth and expectancy. 

Those who worship in churches 
where little of the above description 
fits may not realize what changes 
have come to hundreds of our 
churches within the past decade or 
two. Whatever the reader may 
feel about these changes, he should 
be aware of the new concept of wor- 
ship and the new sense of rever- 
ence, dignity, and beauty in evidence 
in the house of God. 
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SELL 


Napkins 


ALMOST EVERYONE USES NAPKINS. That’s why 
you, your club, or any group can earn extra money 
in a hurry when this beautiful assortment is dis- 
played. GRACELINE napkins are unique — they lend 
a pleasant note of reverence to any social occasion 
at home, church or club, They are silent messengers 
of thankfulness to God for His blessings. 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO. Fill in the coupon below... 
drop it in the mail immediately and we will send 
you, free, a complete sample packet of napkins in 
every design. We'll also send you quantity prices 
and instructions for ordering. Send us your coupon 
today. No obligation whatever. 





fund-raising details. 


Edgar Roberts|s3 Eighth Street So., Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
Please send me FREE SAMPLES of Graceline Napkins and complete 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: I have heard you 
read a prayer which you wrote. 
I believe you called it “The Sun- 
set Prayer.” I think it would 
be appreciated very much by 
those who are “senior citizens.” 


ANSWER: The prayer to which 
you refer was written some 
three or four years ago. Since 
most of my efforts are slanted 
toward youth or church leaders 
who are in the vigor of life I 
feel that I should try to answer 
a request coming from a “senior 
citizen.” Come to think about 
it, I guess I am at least a pros- 
pective member of that organi- 
zation. 


The Sunset Prayer 


DEAR LorpD: I thank Thee for 
my feet. They have carried me 
over the rough places in life’s 
path. They have climbed the 
many steps to national and re- 
ligious shrines. They have 
caught step with friends and we 
have walked together in pleas- 
ant places. They have tip-toed 
to the cradle where my children, 
and later my grandchildren, lay 
wreathed in the smiles of sweet 
sleep. They have stood staunch 
against adverse winds and have 
led me to places of security. 
They have taken me to the 
House of God where I have laid 
hold upon things eternal. O 
God, I thank Thee for my feet. 

I thank Thee for my hands. 
They are not marked with 
beauty but they have been will- 
ing hands. They have given 
not only a cup of cold water 
but have shared life’s posses- 
sions with those along the way. 
They have embraced loved ones 
and extended a cordial welcome 


to all who have crossed our 
threshold. They have at times 
pointed out the way to others 
—the way that leads unto life 
eternal. They have opened 
many books and with great rev- 
erence have handled the Book 
of books. They have plucked 
many a thorn and planted many 
a flower. Even now they are 
lifted toward Thee in praise. 
O God, I thank Thee for my 
hands. 


I thank Thee for my ears. 
They have listened to the song 
of birds, the music of the 
spheres and the cries of suffer- 
ing humanity. They have en- 
abled me to understand my 
friends and catch the beauty of 
their voices. They have made 
the trickle of the stream and 
the roar of the ocean speak to 
me of Thy handiwork. They 
have heard the call of the 
church bell and have caught 
the inspiration of the organ and 
hymns. Yea, they have heard 
the prayers of the righteous 
and the confessions of the sin- 
ful. They have admitted me into 
Thy Holy of Holies. O God, I 
thank Thee for my ears. 

I thank Thee for my eyes. 
They have, through the divine 
miracle, painted pictures of 
wonder and majesty for me. 
They have let me see children 
at their play and adults at their 
work. They have permitted me 
to catch the beauty of the 
blooming flowers and fathom 
the depths of the awesome can- 
yon. They have turned the 
printed page into a source, of 
information and _ inspiration. 
They have enabled me to make 
right choices between the beau- 
tiful and the ugly, the good 
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and the evil. They have caused 
me to behold the wonders of 
the heavens and lift my eyes 
unto the hills. They have 
brought me to this sunset hour 
not only to meditate upon the 
color of the afterglow but also 
to anticipate the glories of the 
sunrise. O God, I thank Thee 
for my eyes. 


I thank Thee for the monitor 
of my soul. I cannot see it; I 
cannot hear it; I cannot touch 
it; but I can experience it. It 
flashes the red light when I am 
tempted to go in the wrong 
way. It brings me to my knees 
with a deep sense of my failures. 
It lifts me up with an assurance 
of divine forgiveness. It pushes 
back the curtain and gives me 
an understanding of the abiding 
qualities of faith, hope and love. 
It makes Christ and his love 
a reality and brings me face 
to face with Thee. In these 
sunset years, O God, I thank 
Thee for the faithful service of 
the monitor of my soul. AMEN. 








